oy A v W i b v S0 e

how it is that, hitherto, all “Third Partiés” whieh have arisen i
addition to the two old parties — the democratic and the ré:
publican party — after a short time, during” which they grtw
into .more or less great mass parties, have, in one way ‘oOr
another, only disappeared. Comrade ‘sep er gives a short, but
nevertheless a most striking analysis o
serves (o fully explain why this is bound to be the case. “Viewed
outwardly, we see that all these Third Parties- Lave arisen in a
period economic depression, have reached their culminafing
int during_the recurrence of the economic crisis, only to dis-
integrate with the return of a period of posperity. This is the
historical law which has hitherto governed these {hird parties.
The first of this series of third parties was the Greenbdck
rty (Greenback is a popular name for the dollar note), so called
cause it fought for a reform of the curren?' which should bring
about a reduction of the farmers’ debts. The party united the
]i_elty bourgeoisie and farmers, while later on workers joined it.
he party was formed during the economic crisis of 1873, which,
as is known, extended to 1880. The party gained atout 82,000
votes in 1876, and in 1878 one miillion votes; but the prosperity
which set in in 1880 destroyed it. In 1884 it could only command
175,000 votes. :
There followed the ‘“Knights of Labor”. This party
appeared in 1880 as a sect of no importance, but in 1884, a year of
economic panic, it rose fo more than 60,000 members, reaching its
culmination in 1886 with more than 700,000 members and about

6,000 local groups. The period of prosperity, beginning in 1087,

led to the
members.

Thirdly, there appeared the People’s Parl&.) It traces its
birth to the econcmic depression arising in 1890, reaching its
highest strength in {he year 1894 when it received more than one
million and a half votes. The period of Eros rilty following
destroyed its independance, and it joined { e demecratic part
as its left wing. In the year 1900, when ‘‘prosperity was in full
swing”, this party had disappeared entirely, even as the left wing

of the Democratic Party.
dates back to the crisis of

The Progressive Pari

1007-1908. In 1909, the “National Progressive Republican
League** was founded. A similar movement manifested itself in
the democratic party as the “Democratic Federation”. In 1912
an independant “Progressive Par{y” was founded, which imme-

diately grew to a great mass-party. It received 4 millions votes

ecline of the party, which mn 1889 had only 220,000

from farmers, lower middle class, and workers, while at-the same:

time the Socialist Party gained nearly a million .votes. In 1916,
during the great prosperily engendered by the war, the pro-
gressive party again disappeared. .
The writer reveals quite correctly the causes of this pheno-
menon. All these parties were essentially petty bourgeois parties.
Hence their vacillating and ambifuous character, their rapid rise
in the periods of crisis, and equally rapid absorption by the great
capitalist parties in the period of prosperity. The enormously
repid rate in the development and downfall o these parties-seems
to depend not only on their petty bourgeois character in general,
but on the apeci{ically American character of the petty bour-
geoisie, i. e., the tremendous class fluctuations within the Ame- -
rican petty bourgeoisie. The American petiy bourgeoisie; the
principal masses of which arc small and middling farmers, are
changing at an immensely rapid rafe in their personal composi--
tion, owing fo emigration, changing from farming to industry,:
from industry {o farming, through rising into the large bour-
geois class or sinking down to the proletariat or down to- the-
slum proletariat etc. Special cayses for the rapid decay of these
petty our%eois parties are, beside the looseness of organization;.
the want of a fixed economic organizatory basis, and.the ut:rhn,,
confused and contradictory character of their programs. Hence
with all these parties the time arrived when they were taken’ in
tow b{ the capitalist leaders ruling both the-old parties. . Either
their leaders were bought, or their programs were annexed: .
The author has shown by this anal{sns that the mnstrust of
the American workers in the existence of Third Pazties-is, quite
justified in regard to the former petty bourgeois . partjes. -He,
shows, however, that all the causes wﬁieh were respausible- for
the rapid disorganization of the petly bourgevis: parties, would
not apply to a workers’ partg', to a parly relying uppn: the.
“working class and including the sma]l tenant farmers and: the
morigage farmers and in which the working class has the lead:;
The writer considers that the trade-unions should be the. organi-
zatory foundation of this party. He declares the present motnent:
of transition from the period of cris's to-that of prosperity; {o be
especiallﬁJavoqrable for the formation of a workers) party.. ... -
The writer then proceeds to the pre-requisites .for: the
formation of a workers’ party in the foregoing sease.. Two unders
l{lrrr:ﬁ facts are to be noticed which are highly-important; for:the
er development of the class struggle in America.. - -

The writer examines in the first place the question as to

these parties, which

. The first is the development of a centralizéd governmen
power; an ektensive: shtm&mér %len 5 haga been u L:;
now, .and temaing even so foday for Karf Kautsky, the example of-
a- demnocracy without ‘bureaueracy and with' a* far-reaching loca} |
autonomy. Kauiskyhas been dozing during the development of
America in the last few years. The non-bureaucratic, decentralized
American detnocracy is already a thing of the past. "It was
before all, the world war which swept away this old idyllic demo.
cracy and, created the modern, centralized state, administered in
a bureadcratic manner.and.protected by militarism. The great
war brought about- an enormbus extension of - the -presidentia
sower, a, centralized governmentdl conirol of -the whole industrial
ife (ship ‘building, manufacture of munitions,:coal, raw producs
of al k'mds?)e, the centralized governmental adntnistrafion of rail.
ways and felegraphs, ehforcedt labor iri the *war industries, the'
espionage act, the-censor, a gigantic army arid an edqually
gigantic bureaucracy. . : .

' The figures relating to the number of government em.
ployees are especially imeresting. In 1884, the state burcau.
cracy - had -only 13,780 officials, but 278.000 in 1912, 440,000 in
1916 and 918,000 in 1918. At the ehd of the war, bureaucracy
was again' reduced to- about 600,00 rs, but its nature
remained; the bureaucratic centralization has remained; the rail.
roads have been given back to their private awners, but sfale
control hag been retained. At present we have the interference
of -the cenfralized Government as arbitrator in workers’ quar-.
rels and as fighter for the interests of the employers im strikes.

The formation of a centralized state power in opnosition
{o the working class is’ oné of fhe conditions for the formation of
a centralized proletarian class 'partz. A secorid fact s the
levelling down of the Anterican wor inﬁ class.. The differences
between skilled end unskilled, between American and immigrant
workers are being obliterated. - Of special importaice in America-
up till how was the difference between the native American wor-
kers and the immigrant Europeéan workers, which often coincided.
with the difference' between skilled and unskilled workers. The
war has etiabled the great masses, espetially the unskilled immi.-
grant workers employed in the metal industry, to approximale
their standard of life 1o fhat of the old workers’ aristocracy.
There is no longer any question of these masses going into
agriculture. The land is already occupied. These masses, coming
for the freater part from the East and South of Europe, descen-
dants of peasants, half-peasants or petty bourgeoisre, are crowded
together in enormous factories, {ransp anied into completely new
conditions; and form the soil of the revolutionary development in
America. . . . P

- Further, the writer points out that under the pressure of
capitalist concentration on the one kand, and of the social pres
sure of the workirig class and pefly bourgeoisie, on the other, the
old capitalist parties are decaying and e seil is being preparcd
for {he formation of parties according to {he altered social struc-
ture, i. e., a conservative reactiomary capitalist party, intluding
the reactionary elements of the democratic and republican party,
a peity bourgeois radical party and finally a labot party. The
writer. considers that the conference of the 3rd of July will ©ro-'
vide half_a million of members.at the very start. If this should
be the case, it would betoken an immense progress, the beginning
of independant action within the  American working clags. The
Americanr development is of special interest to the European
workers. With the rapidly increasing capitalist concentration, with
the growth of American forms -of capifatism in Westerr® Eurore,
there develops at {he same time the American form of the class
struggle: before all in.the economic field as recent ‘strike move-
nrents have already showm.. .

-".. . We recommend this exceltent booklet to the thorough study
of all comrades.

Correction -’

In number 49 of the Inprecorr., cenfaining reports of
the Session of the Enlarged Executive, Comrade Johnson
(Canada) on page 498 lines 8 and 9 is reported as saving
“Althopgh. {he membership of the Trade Union Education?!
League was'over 2,000,000 . . .”. This should read: ‘Althoush
the influence of the Trade Union Educational League extended
to about 2,000,000 workérs . . .” ) -

L S - o
Change of Address
In consequenée of having  taken over ,atother function.
mrade F. Dahlem has, relinquished his' work in conmection with
‘the “Inprecorr.” All communications, oders, remitfances, elc.
therefore; should be sen{ te the following addregs: = °
Wilhelm Bartz, Inprecorr.”, Bérlin SW. 48, Friedrichsir. 225 1l
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Flunkeys to His Mosi Excellent Majesty!

By Karl Radck,

The name of Snowden is well-known in Russia. In 1920,
during the trade union delegation’s visit to Russia, we received
at the same time a visit from an elegant lady, Ethel Snowden.
On her return to London this lady wrofe a booklet for a bourgeois

ublishing firm, in which she gave Soviet “Russia a good
rouncing for which she was recompensed with the good money
of the bourgeois publisher. This elegant lady, who was seized
with the wildest horror at the thought that a Bolshevist louse
might find its way into her embroidered undies, is the wife of
Mr Philip Snowden, no less well known to the workers of Europe.

Mr Snowden has recenlly rendered himself famous by two
speeches. In the English Parliament, where, as a matter of
course, he sits as a labor member, he proved himself worthy of
such a wife by making a speech, the content of which was as
follows: “ Dear Capitaﬁ ts, would you be so kind as to introduce
socialism into England? We should Fay you for all your losses.”

Having thus presented himself to the British Parliament
as a man who can extract teeth painlessly, Mr Philip Snowden
proceeded to prove, by means of a series of articles in the
Morning Post, the leading organ of the most reactionary English
capitalists, that “when the working class rules ”, the capitalisls
will not only be not a jot the worse, but will, on the contrary
find themselves, in a perfect paradise. He promised them that
the labor leaders then forming the government will act inde-
pendently of their parly. The party is good enough to be
utilized {or geizing power for them, and for working out general
resolutions; but mo man of character—and gentlemen of*Mr
Snowdon's kidney are of course men of character—will accept
orders from the great masses of the workers. - ;

A government composed of Snowdens will not touch other
people’s pro rg{, and if it is compelled to nationalize anything,

or it.

it will ’Fay
o what extent it will be of greater advantage to the

workers to pay the capitalist profits by means of self taxation,

instead of producing them for him immediately m the faciory -on
this point Mr Snowden preserved silence. And as a final
soothing word to the capitalists he told them that “so long as
any imper‘alism exisls whatever, the emancipation of India and
other colonies will not signify the securing of their liberty, but
would deliver them into the hands of other great powers lustin

for power”, These colonies therelore, must reinain i the hands L§
England. And only when they shall have learnt, under the rule
of the English lords, how to make proper use of their liberty,
will it be possble 1o emancipate them. All this was published,
as mentioned above, in the periodical of the greatest imperiaiist
robbers.

Mrn Snowden recently asked a question in the English
Parliament. The reader will probably think that he asked the
English governmenl when it is going to cease droppug bombs
from aeroplanes on to the inhabitants of Mesopotamia and India,
and when it is going to adopt other measures for teaching the
Arabians and Hindus to make proper use of their liberty? But
1o, Mr Snowden asked Lord Curzon if this friend of suppressed
peoples is aware that Georgia is living under a heavy yoke, that
the church is being suppressed there, and what measures Lord
Curzon intends to take to force the Soviet Government to cease
from exercising this terror?

The renowned representative of Lord Curzon, Mr
MacNeill, known in workd history by the fact that he wrote a
book on the uselulness of suppressing the Irish, replied with
tears in his eyes that he was in receipt of the®same news as
Mr Snowden; he is only too well aware that the Soviet govern-
ment has compelled Georgia by force to enter the Soviet nion,
but it is useless to combat the Soviet government by means of
notes, for the cat listens, but eats the mouse meanwhile. But
so far as othe: and more energetic measures are concerned, these
are niot possi’~e at {he mement. Ar Snowden then inquired of
the representi”ice o English ‘mperialism if the government does
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not intend {o demand the liberatior of an;xia as a condition
for the recognition of Soviet Russta? Mr Mac Neill answered
amiably that he was fully in agreement with Mr Snowden, but
could enter imo no pledges on this point.

The utter infamy of this question, in which Mr Snowden,
a member of the 2. International, the comrade of our Menscheviki
and social revolutionists, addresses a request to the wolves of
imperialism to begin a war with Soviet Russia, was furher
accentuated by a question Eul to MacNeill by a liberal member,
Commander Kenworthy, who asked: if Mr MacNeill was aware
that the Red Army marched into Georgia to help the rebell'ng
(ieor'sian people, and that perfect calm now prevails in Georgia?
MacNeill gave no reply to this question. Upon which Kenworthy
placed the dot on the “i” by calling out: “l greet the new
coalition: Snowden—MacNeill. Mr Snowden, sit a little nearer
to the government benches.” Mr. Snowden, incapable of any
jeeling of shame, d'd not even blush at this stinging lash from
an honest bourgeois member.

When Mr Snowden and his followers commenced their
lamentations about Georgia, we assumed that they did so out
of petiy-bourgecis lack of comprehension of the position. Mr
Snowden has now proved that we were simple-minded infants
io believe that such people were sincerely in error.

Mr Snowden, who opposes (he emancipation of India, in
order that it may not fall into the hands of other imperialist
powers, and who demands that Soviet Georgia should be left {o
emancipate itself unaided so that it may fall into the hands of
English imperialism—for after Lausanne he is not so stupid
as not to perce.ve that Georgia, were it not for the Soviet
iroops, would be dominated by the guns of the English war-
ships—Mr Snowden, who {urns to Lord Curzon with complaints
against the Soviet government, has proved that he has only been
anxious by these means to declare to the English bourgeoisie:
Your Highness, I am only a flunkey, ready to perform an
service, and when [ come into office there will be no dirty wor
which | will not be ready to do in the interests of the English
bourgeoisie. i

First, Mrs Snowden introduces herself to the Russian
workers, and now Mr Snowden. We are grateful to him for
his frank avowal of his standpoint. This will enable the Russian
workers—and, it is {o be hoped, all honest English workers as
well—to perceive that we are right in designating people like
Mr Snowden as infamous flunkeys of the bourgeoisie.

I POLITICS

The Atmosphere of Crisis indzermany
By Paul Frolich.

Germany is passing through a severe governmental crisis,
differing essentially from all former crises. The whole German
people i3 in the midst of a process of dis'ntegration. The whole
of the middle classes have drifted from their moorings, they
vacillate in their wishes and fears from one day to another, from
the extreme right to the extreme left. The social democratic
party, which has lasted out the Noske regime, and which has
again and again succeeded in retaining ifs hold over broad
masses of the proletariat, and in winning over adherents
from the indifferent and Ectty-bourgeois masses, is now shaken
to ils foundations. Months ago a mass flight of members set
m, and this assumes ever-growin proportions. Even the
leaders are in a ferment. e flI'ght of the social democratic
leaders from the ranks of the Noske party is perhaps only a
sporadic phenomenon at the present time, but the indignation
against the handful who shape the official policy is exceedingly
reat. This indigation was expressed at a conference held by
the opposition a few days ago at Weimar, under the leadership
of Paul Levi, and which is regarded as the introduction to a
split in the social democratic parly. In actual fact this party
is confronted by the choice: split or absolute decay. And even
then it is doubtful whether a split will leave any section
possessing vitality enough for continued existerce.

The Communnist Parly is, however, now reaping the
fruits of its years of tenacious enlightenment work among the
proletariat. Its organizations are growing, its influence even
more. One example only: During the last two months the circula.
tion of the Rote Fahne Has increased by 50,000 copies; the
editions printed of the 40 odd other Party papers Ins increased
in the same proportion. The last elections held by the metal
workers’ union, the average for the whole country being taken,
yielded the Communist Party 40% of the mandates to the union
conference, and 53% of the total number of votes. Sympathy

with the Communist Party reaches far beyond the confines of
the working class.

—

These are the broad ouflines of the symptoms of the
present crisis, what are its causes?

According to the bourgeoie and social democratic presg
the furdamental cause is the Ruhr war. And in a certain sense
this is right. But it is not so much the French invasion ifself
which has brought Germany her present disastrous posilion
as the criminal policy ¥ursued by German capital bei)())‘r)e and
during-the Ruhr war. The 3% years of coalition policy carried
on by the German social democracy have placed in the haunds
of big capital an enormous political power, the possibility of
pllla%‘mg not only the proletariat, but the whole people. Relying
on the possession of power, big caital established its owp
Eovcmment under the leadership of the manager of the Ham.

urg-American Line, Cuno. This was going toﬁ)e a government

of experis replacing the governmennt of dileitantes wh'ch had
preceded it, a government of strong men after a government of
national weakness. This boasted expertness has proved (o be
complete incapacity to save the state; the government of national
strength has paved the way to national impotence.

The first task confronting the Cuno government was f{o
conduct the Ruhr war. Here it showed an unfathomable
incapacity such as no single individual in Germany had
expected. For Germany, the idea of passive resistance signifies
the concentration of all economic forces, the direction of the
whole policy of the government to the duty of self-defence. It
appears that the government never even thought of drawing up
a strategic financial plan. The result was that the separale
governmental authorities plunged forward blindly, and that within
a very short time the whole government experienced disasier
after disaster Tremendous sums of money have been squandered,
and the powers of resistance of the German people have been
undermined. The government was absolutely impotent against
the sabotage of the Ruhr front by big industry. It did not even
venfure to fake steps against the sale of chemical patents to
French capital. It did nothing to prevent mining capital from
forcing workers to work at the point of French bayomets. It
tolerales the fraternization of Stinnes and Krupp with French
and English big capitalists, which means a preparation for
capitulation in the Ruhr. And the whole capih\ﬁst press, from
the Vorwarts onwards, deliberately suppresses the publication
of these raitorous plans. The government and its officials have
not even shrunk from lending aid to French militarism, or from
acceptin% its assistance for the bloody suppression of the working
class. Thus the path pursued by the Cuno government has
inevitably been the path of capitulation to Poincaré.

But big cap'tal, supported by the Cuno government, has
simultaneously seized the opportunity of pillaging the German
people on a scale as extensive as it 1s.disgracéful. When Cuno
took over the government, the dollar cost about 6000 German
marks. Now it has risen to 1,125000 (at the present
moment {fo over 5 million. Ed.) The secret of this whole
piratical raid is concealed behind these figures. The whole of
great industry and finance capital has been dominated by the
wildest bear speculation. The government has made this

ssible. - It has thrown immense credits into the maw of the
industrialists, wigh the alleged object of enabling the Ruhr war
to be carried on; wages credits, credits for carrying on
emergency work, tax moratorium to an extent horrifying to those
able to judge. These credits not only throw an enormous burden
on the finances of the country, but further -encourage bear
speculation; for the ¥rcater the depreciation of the mark, the
less the real value of the borrowed money to be repaid. We
must realize what this really means. At the beginning of the
Ruhr occupation the dollar cost about 7500 marl%s. Vghen the
dollar had reached 75,000 marks, the capital borrowed in January,
and now to be repaid, was only worth a tenth of its original
value. When the dollar reached 750,000 marks, the debt had
sunk to a hundred the part, and by now it has sunk to the
hundred and fiftieth part. Those who received a credit of one
milliard in January have to pay back this milliard, but in actual
comparison with (Ke then value of the currency the milliard is
only worth about 65 million marks. The 935 millions are the
gain of the debtor. Nobody knows how much money has been
squandered in this manner. And to this must be added the
mighty credits which have been granted by the Reichsbank, on
the same basis, on bills of exchange and goods. The fabulous
sums thus wrung from the ecelopulahon have served, in part, for
the improvement of the technical apparatus of private enter-

ises; in part, for the concentration of German undertakings
info the hands of a few magnates; and, in a very great part, these
enormous amounts have flowed into the aecre% treasuries of
German capitalists as well as the pockets of foreign capitalists.

This pillaging of the German people, -amt the squandering
of the country’s revenues, has been subsiantially promoted by
the various actions undertaken by the government and the

Reichsbank in support of the mark. ~ These have been carried out
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in such a dilettante manner that we had to ask ourselves again
pad ag;il: Incapacity or crime? B
he consequences of plundering the fesources of the
country were bound to follow. The standard of life of the
working class has been reduced to a wretched starvation level.
The prices have been screwed ug to such a dizzy height—and
i ise, no longer merely from day to day, gut from
pour to hour—that the “stabilization of wages” promised by the
{rade unions, and ‘“‘carried out” by means of the collaboration
licy, has proved a gigantic swindle which has aroused intense
dignation in the working class. The German workers,
accustomed as they are to r much, are now in the very
depths of want and miser{'.

And it is not only the working people who have to suffer
so frightfully. The past haif year has been a war of extermina-
tion against the so-called middle class. Whilst all big capitalists
could insure themselves against the depreciation of the mark
by means of stable value payments, the small craftsmen and
smnall dealers have had to bear, together with the workers, the
whole risk of the fall in the rate of exchange. Many have already
been crushed by the burden. The despair and indignation among
these classes is indescribable. Many are the members of these
classes who are cured of nationalism and everything pcrlaininﬁ
to it, and who now declare: rather commumism than suc
misery!
To ali this must be added the [rightful shortage of food
enbanced by the government’s insane dealing in securities, and
the criminal s| lation of the junkers and big capitalists.
Hunger revolis have already brokem out in various towns, and
again the proleiariat has had to pay the price of many victims.

In this situation the Communist Party an ils propa-
ganda for the Anti-Fascist Day of July 29. e Party had
Kl:nncd great demonstrations all over the country. It was fo

a review of the army of the working class. The government
was anxious lo utilize lge opportunily 10 administer a biood bath
to the proletariat, in order to gain a breathing space for itself.
It prohibited the demonsirations in the expectation that the
result would be collisions, and it mobilized the whole of its legal
and illegal forces to be ready for the occasion. For the Party
o hold the demonstrations would have sigaified the taking up
of the fight Tor power, and at this juncture (o do so would have
been to invite defeat. It consequendy abstamed from holding the
demonstrations, except in Thuringia and Saxony, where they were
not forbidden—for at the last moment the Cuno goverument did
not feel itseli stroug enough for a general prohibition —and in
a npumber of fowns in which the Party felt itself strong enough
{o defy the prohibition. In view of the mobilization of the enemy,
the day was a gigantic success for the Party. The bourgeols
press, which wrote of a fiasco, estimated the number of parti-
cipators in the Berlin meetings alone at 160,000. The number
alrover the country amounted to millions. The Communist
Party proved itsel leader of the
working class. .

e destruction of national wealth the general indignation,
the advanee of the communisis—all this has undermined the

d beneath the Cuno government. It is done for. That it
mol resigned is solely because there is no substitule jor it

to be the recognized

as yet. To judge. from the general situation, and the alfitude
of t{n social democrals, we may now the Greal Coalition,
ranging from the party of the large capitalisis down fo the
social democrats. But it can be plainly seen beforchand that
this can save nothing. 1t is d to Fperish even more rapidly
and lamentably than its predecessor. For it is not merely Cuno
who is bankrupt, but capitalist policy as a whole. .
Germany is facing a decisive struggle.

The So-Called Peace of Lausanne
By Arthur Rosenberg (Berlin).

On July 17, at half-past one in the momming, the peace
delegates concluded a stormy and protracied session, and de-
rted with feelings of relief ¥rom the castle of Ouchy, where the

ne conference has been deliberating for so many months..

The last obstacles had been removed, and peace between Turkey,
Greece, and the Entente was assured. The date for the solemn
signing of the treaty was fixed for July 24, and all parhc];ralors
in the Conference lauded the work which they had accomplished.

This Conference, thus concluding so peaceably, is the same
Condererrce before whose doors Comrade Vorovsky was murdered.
Even in this cheerful town of conferences blood has been shed in
the world war between revolution and counter-revolution. The

smooth conciliatory es of the is diplomatists, and
their howls of tri over the vidorﬁo: their traditional arts
of statesmanship, are shown to be ho fies by the grave in

Moscow where Vorovsky’s body has been [aid. Lausanne has

been one ep’sode in the struggle between international capitalism
and proletarian revolution as embodied in Soviet Russia. If has
been one episode in the slmgﬁfe between western exploiters and
the oppressed peoples. It has one egsode in the competitiom
between the various groups of capitalists. When the chairmen
of the delc?l'ons sign their names at the fool of the peace docu-
ment on July 24, when this document reveals the names of
“ Venizelos” and ‘‘ Ismet Pasha” peacefully side by side—all
this does not remove one of the matters of conflict which have
been at issue in Lausapne.

It must be admilled that a diplomats’ conference h
perhaps, never before so completely avoided coming to the act
point as the international company which spent last winter and
spring in Lausanne.. Aud never before has a peace been so
clumsily patched up as this peace. After the first part of the
Lausanne Conference had brought a temporary solution of the
Dardaneiles question, and had found means of settling the sore
point of Mossul, the main questions occupying the second part of
the Conference were economic matters. ‘{hc Conference had set
itself the task of establishing the rights of the English, French,
and American capitalists ‘n the Orieht, and of determining at the
same time fhe liberty of movement to be accorded to the growin,
Turkish bourgeoisie. What was fo become of the old Turkis
national debt? Would Kemal Pasha’s government recognize all
the loans and obligations which haf accumulated during a
century of Sultans’ governments? In the secohd place, what was
to become of all the concessions won in eager competition w'th
foreign capitalist companies in the course o% recent years? The
The solution of these two fundamental questions, as arrived at b
the Lausanne Conference, is entirely character:stic. At the la
business session of the Conference, the French General Pellé
spoke on behalf of the Entente governments on the question of the

urkish debts. He expressed h's regret thai Turkey does nof
want to recognize the acknowledged principles of international
law with regard to the keeping of contracts. The creditors of
the Turkish stale mainfain all their claims, and the Entente go-
vernments reserve the right of taking adequate measures for the
protection of the inferests of their subjects. Ismet Pasha, in the

iet and ironical manner peculiar to him, replied that General

ell€’s declaration is in no way binding on Turkey. Genera
Pellé inquired what this meant. lIsmet Pasha answered that
ank?l's financial position prevented her from paying her debts
in gofld. The subject was then droped. This is the solution of
the natienal debt question, as reached at Lausanne! Turkey has
not recoguized the old debtd} she will pay what she feels d'sposed
o and the creditor states will exercise as much pressure on Turkey
as their power its. That is, the degree in which Turkey pays
the old national debts is not determined by any paragiaph oﬁle
peace treaty, but is a pure matter of power, as before.

The same seession debated the decisive question of the
petroleum concessions. The concession in guestion was that

ted in the year 1914 to the Engl'sh petroleasn ‘rust, appear-
ing here under the name of the Turkish Petroleam Company. The
Turks had granted this same concession to the Amcricans in the
ear 1923, with the utmost sang froid. The chairman of the
glish delegation, Sir Horace Rumbold, expiessed his regret
that Turkey would no longer recognize the conc2ssion made i
1914. He continued: “ My governmeni is of tlie opmion that all
obl‘gations undertaken in the year 1914 are su'l m fuil force,
and are binding on the Turkish governmeat in all 'ands which
remain Turkish by virtue of this peace trea.y. My government
cannot recognize any rights granted to otners within the con-
fines of these concessions, and makes the Turhisii government
fully responsible for any non-fulfilment or obligations entered
info.” Ismet Pasha replied, in his customary manner, that
Rumbold’s declaration was not bindinF on the Turks. The
Turkish government is of the opimion that the queston can be
settled by arbitration. The American represeniative, Girew, added
diplomatically that the aititude adopted by his government with
respect to the Turkish Petroleum Co. had undergone no change.
The Englishman shovied considerable irritation. He declared
that when the Turkish government comes to two different decisions
ou the same subject within 9 years, that is no reason for calling
in the services of a board of arbitration. For the second granting
of the concession by the Turks is siwply contrary to law.
Rumbold inquired further, with respect to the Americans, what
right a third government has (o interfere in a quarrei belween an
English and a Turkish company? 1f the rights granted to {he
English company in 1914 are re-granted by Turkey to another
y, the English government has nothing to do with” this,
and it insists on the carrying out of the contract of 1914. Here
the maiter was left. The struggle for the petroleum fields of
Asia Minor has also nol beea concluded at Lausanne, but will be
cont'nued as a trial of ’gzlilical power. It is precisely in the con-
cession question that
as a lamentable farce.
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alleged peace conference Teveals itself



What has actually oeen attained by the Lausanne con-
ference? It signifies a great success on the ﬁart of Turkey, which
has remained victorious in the struggle with the West European
capifalists and their Greek agents. The whole of Asia Minor,
with Armenia, Kurdistan, and Cilicia are once more Turkish

ssessions. To this must be added, in Europe, the district of

onstantinople and Adrianople. Within the boundaries of this
new Turkish realm, the Turkish nationality is absolutely supreme,
for the Armenians and Greeks have, for the most part, been
driven away or killed. This war of extermination against Greeks
and Armenians did not 2riginate in nationalist motives only, but
arose from the fact that the natives of these two coun-
tries resident in Turkey were almost exclusively members of
bourgeois professions. The Turkish bourgeo’:ie has now rid
itself of these competitors, and is master in its own house. The
Turkish national movement is being transformed more and more
from a struggle for the emancipation of the oppressed peasantry
and poorer c%asses info a speculation conducted by the young
Turkish bourgeoisie. This is further demonstrated by the severe
measures now being taken by the Turkish rulers against the com-
munists in the'r country. The Lausanne Peace brings with it the
abolition of the so-called capitulations, that is, only Turkish
courts of justice will be competent in Turkey for the future.
Foreigners, hitherto possessing great advantages in being
responsible fo their native courts of justice only, are now on
equal terms with the Turks.

During the second part of the Lausanne Conference, the
English delegation worked most harmoniously with the French,
but their combined efforts did not suffice {o enable any real de-
cision on economic matlers to be arrived at in opposition {o the
Turks and the Americans. The young Turkish bourgeoisie con-
siders it to its advantage fo co-operate with American capital,
and the old Anglo-French oriental conflict is to end by both
contestants being left out in the cold, whilst a third party runs
off with the booty.

Entente capital gained a temporary success at Lausanne,
if not against Turkey, then against Soviet Russ'a. The opening
and dismantling of the Dardanelles gives the English fleet the

ssibility of proceeding without hindrance against the Russian

lack Sea ports—as far as Turkey is concerned. But Soviet
Russia will find a way to protect her coasts and waters, despite
the Lausanne Conference. Bven should the Russian government
accept the Entente invitation to sign the Dardanelles agreement,
this does not in the least signify that Soviet Russia in any way
alters her fundamental attitude on the Straits question. Should
the Russian signature stand side by side with English and French
siﬁnatures on the Dardanelles treaty, this practically signifies the
official and diplomatic recognition of the Bolshevist government.
For when a government is invited to sign a state trealy of such

importance, it is not necessary to observe that this government is"

thus recognized. But the Soviet power knows very well what
estimate to put on this * recognition” by bourgeois society.
1f she signs this treaty, she does so in the consciousness that
this_agreement mirrors thé balance of comparative power at the
moment. As soon as this balance of power changes, a fresh
situation arises, and Soviet Russia will not be restrained by a
so-called recognition from relentlessly utilizing the new position.
Taken as a whole, the Lausanne Conference signifies a severe
defeat for European capitalism, both in its relations to the Orient
and to America. Even though Kemal Pasha’s government has
given way in the Dardanelles question, it would never have
attained its other successes had not the mere existence of Soviet
Russia altered the political centre of gravity of the East. The
defeat of West European capitalism at Lausanne is a step to-
wards the dissolution of the Versailles system, and thus an ob-
jective step towards the disintegration of capitalist Europe.

The Milliards in the Ruins
By A. Ker (Paris).

The restoration of the devastated districts has caused the
French state, during the last four years, to open its coffers to the
ln% capifalists with the greatest gemerosity. And the big capi-
talists have availed themselves freely of the opportunity, while
at the same time, many thousands o{ proletarian families in the
same districts are compelled to drag on a most wretched existence.
A few figures may serve to give an idea of the extent to which
the French state is being plundered by the big capitalists, The
Fived'Lille Com,pany received 75 million francs in April 1921. By
December 31. of last year this sum had increased to 195 millions.
During the same period, the amount paid by the state to the
sugar refining firm_of Beghin Brothers rose from 63 to 127
millions. The mining company of Aniche has so far received
315 millions in cash and 119 millions-in state obligations running

for ten years. The ﬁa

the same scale. Taken all round, the great colliery companies
have been greatly favored with regardm;o compensation, The
mining company of Anzin received, during the course of its last
business -year, 268 millions in cash and 278 million in obliga.
tions. Other mining companies have received similar sums. The
mining companies are now in possession of machinery much su-
perior to that of their pre-war equipment; great electric power
works have been built for them; they have been enabled to build
extensive workers seftlements, and have thus a firmer hold over
their workers. Their financial situation is splendid, and their
dividends evoke the envy. of other, less favored industrialists.

An article by Georges Scelle appeared recently in the
periodical ’Europa” Nouvelle, pointing out that the state is
ruining itself in the interests of the great profit-makers, and de-
manding that the law of 1919 concerning the compensation of
war losses should be altered. The swindles being carried on
under the name of compensation are unheard of. It is well
known for instance, that the castle of Moreuil changed hands in
1913 for 100000 francs, but now, compensation amounting to
7,600,000 francs is being demanded for if. It is imperatively
necessary that all claims over 100000 francs be subjected fo
thorou%h re-investigation.

he regulation on the reimbursement of “additional costs"
gives ample scope for persons to enrich themselves. Those war
sufferers who have restored their own property are entitled:
1) to compensation corresponding to the value of their property
in the year 1914, and 2) to reimbursement of the additional costs,
that is, of the difference between the value in 1914 and the actual
costs of the present restoration. In the majority of cases, not only
is the 1914 value greatly exaggerated, but the calcylation of the
additional costs is made with the aid of an index igure artifi-
cially raised to an enormous heigth; the whole serves to bring
about the enormous enrichment of the great undertakings suffe:
ring from war losses, 5
The following question must also be taken into considera-
tion, There are firms who possessed factories in the devastated
districts, but which also have factories in undevastated districts
of France, and have thus been able to carry on all through the
war and gain enormous profits from war contracts. Do such
firms also possess the right to claim additional costs for the pro-
perty in the devastated area? As a matter of fact, the court
at Lille for deciding claims for war compensation pronbunced
a verdict on April 12. disallowing a claim made by such a firm
“for additional costs. This was a c ny owning a factory in
Tourcoing, and another in unoccupied France. The firm claimed
1,600,000 francs col sation for their destoyed Jfactory in Tour-
coing and 5,300,000 francs in additional costs. The court gran-
ted the compensation, but refused the additional costs. But nume-
rous other large firms are in a precisely similar position, and it
is a question whether their additional costs will alse be refused.

The law of 1919 appointed canton commissibns for esti-
mating war losses in the various districts (cantons). On each of
these commissions the interests of the state are represerited by
an official whose task it is to reduce the claims of the claimianfs
as far as possible. As far as the small sufferers are concerned
this task is easily fulfilled; but it is more difficult in the case of
claimants for large sums, for the big industrialists and other
heads of undertakings themselves constitute the remaining mem-
bers of the canton commissions. These gentlemen are thus able
to estimate, if not their own losses, at least those of their friends
and relations. It may well be imagined that many mutual favors
are granted in this way Anyortt ‘J(os?.essﬁn%I a good fried on the
canton commission may safely reckon that his application will be
favorably dealt with; and failing a direct advocate of this descrip-
tion, then the applicant obtains the services of a lawyer known
to possess *‘the ear of the compensation commission”.

When people in petty circumstanceg af»ply to the compen-
sation commission, they are requested to supply evidence. If they
are not able to produce data, documents, insurance policies, and
similar proofs, tgeir statements are not believed. In one case the
Germans commandeered furniture to the volue of 6000 francs
from a workman, but for some reason or other the German

‘officer made out the requisition paper for a much smaller sum.

The workman demonstrated the actual amount of his loss to the
compensation comumission, but in vain, The French commission
only believed the enemy officer, and .granted the unfortunate
man only 826 francs. When such small sufferers agply for
compensation for the loss of a bicycle, they receive from the
Lille commission the rediculously small sum of 150 francs for the
one machine, but the cycle manufacturer in the same city has his
stock, reimbursed according to its 1914 value multiplied by 3! The
following eﬁisode recently occurred before the compensation com-
mission, whose president is the notorious reactionary and big
industtialist Mathon. A small shop-keeper, a woman, appeared

—

v No.58

yments received .by other collieties are on

N B3 S s, e s S e s ) R e y S
T

Infernational Press Correspondence C ser

! & e o S e Lt SE b v b o
R T Sty i s e gt VIR

and begged for compensation for the replenishment of her stock
of g:gs She stated the prices she had paid for the new pur-
chases. M. Mathon declared to the woman: “You did not pay
these prices, you have been swindled.” The woman replied: “I
may have been swindled, but I really paid these prices.” ‘Have
ou proofs?” “I have”, and the woman drew out the bills and
aid them before the astonished commission. The accounts were
from the firm of Mathon!

The “moral” of the whole work of restoration is as fol-
lowg: Those who had nothing before are to get nothing now.
/\ni with respect to the others, here the case 13 the same as it
was once among the bureaucrats of Tsarist Russia: everyone
steals according to his rank.

A Released Revolutionary:
André Marty

By M. M.

André Marty is free at last. The release of the hero
of the revolt in the Black Sea was a day of great rejoicing for
the French worker and peasant class, which has been workin
uninterruptedly on his behalf for four years, and has energeti-
cally demanded his release. Under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party of France, the proletariat has chosen him as
ulic representative 42 times. André Marty has thereby

ome the most popular man in France.

He possesses sterling qualities as a worker,
conscience, a great soul, and unbounded constancy. His sense
of honor allows of no compromise. At the same time he is
ajways most unassuming, retiring and modest in the exireme.

At the high school at Perpigan he gained all the first
prizes. After passing the final examination he spent two years
as apprentice in the workshop of a coaper-smith, subsequently
entering the fleet as engine attendant. He beat every compelitor
in everything he took in hand. He was also the youngest of all
who have gained officer’s epaulets, He is an extremely capable
technician. His works on turbines and Diesel engines met with
high appreciation from the ministry. At the moment of his
arresi, he was engaged in writing a treatise on the utilization
of masut (a residue gained from the distilling of Yetroleum) as
fuel, and the process realized by him experimentally is likely to
bring about a thorough reform of industrial methods. . .

He lived like a stranger among t{he reactionary officers.
In intercourse with his fellow sailors he was always unpreientious,

ood natured, and brotherly. He was always read (o give a
ielping hand {o his companions, to assist them in their education,
to support them by word and deed;-he never required night work
of them, and above all, never punished them. .

When André Marty was sent to the Black Sea with a
squadron jn- November 1918, for the purpose of throtiling the
Russian revolution at the behest of the Prime Minister
Clémenceau, he was indignant at the incapability of the arm
staff, at the mad waste of millions and above all at the atlac
upon RuSsia without a previous declaration of war, and at the
bombardment of unfortified cities, and the murder of women,
children, and old men.

As a mechanic, and as the son of a father who refused
to shoot upon the rebelling workmen during the Commune in-
surrection im 1871, he could not comprehend that the France
of the great revolution had placed herself at the head of the
coalition conducting a life and death struggle against the Russian
Revolution. )

He refused to fight against Russia.  But this was not
enough for his great heart. He wished to serve the Russian re-
volution. With an intimately comprehensive grasp of the revolu-
tionary situation, André Marty in 1919, conceived t.he 1dga o_f
seizing control of his torpedo boat, and of appearing with it
before Marseilles, for the purpose of demanding, with the help
of the revolutionary French proletaria_t, the cessation of the cam-
paign against Russia. This plan, which mi%ht have led to incal-
culable results for the world revolution, failed through the
treachery of a sailor.- André Marty was arresled on the
16th April 1919, and since then he has personally suffered the
merciless treatment accorded to common criminals in all prisons_
of France.

But he has left prison exactly the same man as he en-
tered it.

After spending day and night at the bedside of his mother,
who is dangerously ill, he replied to the magnificent recthon
accorded him by Jle population of his native city in the follo-
wing words, through which there radiates the whole greatness
of soul of this revolutionary hero:

“Comrades! I thank you! I have done no more than my
If 1 had to retyrn to Clairvaux (his last prison) to save

a lofty

duty.

you, I am ready fo return at once. The proletarians have rescued
me f]rom my prison. 1 remain at the disposal of the working
people.”

 The army of the world revolution may again coun{ another
soldier ready {o sacrifice himself once more in the cause of
revolution.

The Acquiital of the Accused
Belgian Communisis
Vandervelde for the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.
By A. R.

The trial of the Belgian Communists for conspiracy ended
on Thursday, |{uly 20, 1923, with the acquittal of all the accused.
While, then, this prosecution will have no subsequent ill-effects
for our Belgian Comrades, it has, in a much higher degree than
other similar political prosecutions, been extremely useful to our
movement in both the national and the international sphere. That
this trial took 4place in Belgium, where, in consequence of the
invasion of 1914, and of the oppression of the ration by German
Imperialism during the world war, the feeling of the workers is
still sympathetic to the Labor Party of Vandervelde & Co., is a
fact of particular importance for our young movement there.

The accused Egve not only proved themselves valiant
champions of Communism and the Communist International, but
have also, by the readiness of their defence, compelled the
respect of their opponents. The story of the way ‘n which they
conducted their defence has gone the round, not only of the Com-
mun'st, but of the entire labor press. Thus, for example, wheit
Bur Belgian comrades met the judge’s question as to how far
confiscation would go with the ready answer: " That will depend
on how far the depreciation of the franc has proceeded at the
time ”. Or when, to the-question by what melho\Fs ol propaganda
they expected to advance their movement, our Comrades gave the
effective rejoinder: “ By such prosecutions! **

The frial reached its most interesting stage on July 20,
when Vandervelde and Comrade Cachin appeared as wiinesses
before the court. The defence first put the question to Vander-
velde: “ Will the transition from capitalist to socialist society be
carried out with or without force? ©

Vandervelde: Formerly it was possible to believe that the
transition would take place without the exercise of force, but
after what we now see before us, it does not appear as if this
optimism were justified by the facts. In certain countries, such as
England and the United States, the transition may proceed peace-
fully, but the example of Russia shows that this i1s not always 'he
case. On the other hand, the example of ltaly shows us that when
a class finds its interests, threatened by the labor organizat ons, it
may employ force against the workers, thus evo<ng a violent
counter effect.

Counsel for the defence: What do vou think  of the
diclatorship of the proletariat?
Vandervelde: The conception of the dictatorsh:p of the prole
tariat is perfectly clear. We must take mnto consideration that
during the period of social revolution the same thing will occur

as in the French revolution, when the Committee of Public Safety
took over supreme authority. During the war the governinent
exercised a cerlain dictatorship in the same manner. The prole-
tariat wili probably have to employ a corresponding dictatorship
agains( those who resis#ethe measures which the proletariat has
to take in the interest of the common weal.

When questioned regarding direct action and the use of force,
Vandervelde adduced several instances in which such action was
employed. Thus the workers, when struggling for the eight hour
day, dyid not confine themselves to indirect parliamentary aclion,
but applied the whole of their trade union power. .Such direct
action as this may become an action involving the exercise of
force.

Counsel for the defence: The decisions of the !I. later-
national, to which you belong, are surely binding or the whole
of the members of the International?

Vandervelde: These decisions are arrived at after free and
exhaustive discussion, and when once arrived at, of course they
have to be executed.

Vandervelde had further to admit, as former Minister of
Justice, that the evidence given b{ the l_?olice spies who attend

blic meetings is not of much value. He declared further that
ﬁ::l and his party were republicans, and would, in cer@m cir~
cumstances, participate in the proclamation of the Tepublic!

One o‘i’athe next witnesses was Comrade Semard, of the
French railwaymen’s union. Semard particularly emphasized
the fag that he had accompanied Cachin to the conference in
Essen with instructions to counteract the fresh massacres bound
to arise from the occupation of the Ruhr. He then described
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how he himself and the French comrades were persecuted for
taking part in the Essen conference. But he and his comrades
were now iree from persecution. It was therefore, the greater
mat.er of surprioe to him that in free Belgium . ..

Here {he judge interrupted him by declaring: “You
have not to express opinions here, but only to answer questions "

The last witness heard on this da{‘ was Comrade Cach'n.
He first spoke on the relations between the separafe sections and
the Communist International. The subordination of the sections
to the Communist Internat'onal is voluntary and perfecily normal,
something which is quile a maiter of course to anyone belonging
to any community. Cachin then em hasized the difference belween
the Russian government and the T1L International. With regard
to the Essen conference, Cachin spoke as follows: * It was our
intention to come {o an understanding with the German workers
as to our commen attitude to the great dangers theaten'ng the
peace of Europe The German communists declared that they
would not obey tne civil peace watchword issued by Herr Cuno,
for they held Cuno to be equally guilty with Poincaré for the
Ruhr occupation. The German communists have kept their word.
We aiso (old the German workers to regard the Entente troops
as brothers, for the soldiers were not to blame for military under-
takings; and we may flatter ourselves that we were, as far as

ssible, successful in this appeal. The occupation of the Ruhr
is as absurd as it is dangerous. France sFends 300400 mii-
lions wonthly in the Ruhr area, in rewrn lor which very little
benefit is derived.

Cachin further described the accusation of cons irac
brought against him.  He emphasized the fact that the Frenc
senate, in which there is not single commun’st, refused to
condemn the accused communisis. The state of affairs occasion-
ing his indictment in France was exacilly the same as that
leading to the arraignment of the Belgian communists.

Despite his crushing defeat in the legal argument, the
public prosecutor sought to maintain the accusation. In an inter-
minable speech in the style of his Paris colleague, he described
the perfidy of the Communist International and of its Belgian
Section in particular, declaring loudly that, according to the
Jaws of Belgium, the guilt of our comrades was fully established.
But the speech of the public prosecutor availed nothing. The
court was obl:ged to acquit all the accused.

The result of the trial signifies a furiher moral victory
for our Belgian brother party, which, despife ifs numerical weak-
ness, has. snce the beginning of the Ruhr adventure conducted
the struggle against the Theunis Government and ﬁelgiaq Ca-

ital with exiraordinary energy. The great sirike of the miners,
ike the strike of the railwayman, proves that the Belgian work-
ing class is rallyin%. to the slogans of the lit{le Communist Party,
in preference to those of the great Social Democratic Party.
As soon as the Belgian bourgeoisie began to fear the C.P., it
was decided that our Brother Party be rendered innocuous
through the Brussels prosecution. gut it was precisely this
E)rosecuhon which revealed the deep sympathy felt by the Social
emocratic and non-party workers for ommunism in Belgium.
The Social Democratic Leaders were compelled by the pressure
of the masses to appear, at the trial of our comrades, as
w'tnesses for the defence. After its victory in court, the CP. of
Belgium will set to work with renewed vigour at the task of
freeing the Belgian proletariat from the influence of the Vander-
velde Party™>

-

Left Group Developments
in the British Laber Parity

By Thomas Bell.

The increased strength of the Labor Party in Parliament
following upon the general election was rticularly drawn
from Scotland. Radicalism has long been a big factor in Scottish
political affairs, and in the trade union and political labor mov..-
ments, especially in the West of Scotland, which is the centre of
industrialism. This has increasingly expressed itself in the
growth of Labor Representation in Parliament.

There are two aspects of this phenomena. One is the, gene-
ral drift of the working class to the politics of the Labor Party
(which is disconcerting to the bourgeoisiek and the other is the
effects of this political landside upon the r Party itself. It
is common know that Eccleston Square has never taken
kindly to the fresh blood from the North. Nourished .on a mili-
fancy engendered by the big industrial batlles on the Clyd:*
the respectability and snobbery associated With the Ffouse
Commons is alien {o the whole traditions of the membets from
$cotland. When, therefore, Ramsay Wacdonald displaced

Clynes as leader of the Parliamentary I ‘bor Party the LL.P.

adherents of Macdonald were hoping for a- vigorous lead for
Socialism. Macdonald has proved even more parliamentarian
than Clynes. Since the General Election, the one source of irri-
tation {o Macdonald pas been the “yndignified scenes” and
roletarian lan%’uaf)e used in the. House. Repeated attempts have

n made in the Party meetings to restrain or modify the atti-
{ude of the Scotsmen, but always the result has been fo widen
the breach and drive the “uncouth” elements further left.

The culmination of this continual friction has been the
suspension of Wheatley, Maxton, Buchanan and Campbell
Stephen. (It is interesting to note that Wheatley comes from a
miners’ sfock, Maxton was a schoolteacher and Buchanan is a
pattern maker.) The members attacked the government on account
of its policy of cutting down expenditure on ch.ld welfare and accu-
sed members of the government of being *“murderers”, holding
them responsible for the appalling death rate amongst working
class children owing to their reduction of the prov'sions made for
children and expectant mothers. On being asked to withdraw
the epithet they refused and took to the country for propaganda.
Since then Macdonald had tried, behind the Speaker’s Chair, to
get Baldwin to lift the ban. Baldwin showed signs of giving
way, but the young Tories are bent upon giving the Labor Party
a lesson in manners and incidentally widening the breach between
Macdonald and the back benches. Everything pointed {o an ami-
cable settlement being reached between the %’rime Minister and
the opposition leader prior to the rising of the House for this
Session, when these ‘‘rebels” addressed themselves direct fo the
Speaker and pressented themselves for permission to take their
seats. On presenting themselves the police refused them ad-
mission, but there were no scenes. Meantime the Prime Minister
has got the consent of his supporters and, with a mild admoni-
tion, has removed the barrier. The stand taken the four
M.P.’s has done much to discredit Macdonald and the moderate
policy of the Party leadership. Try as Macdonald may to explain
away this incident, it is patent to everyone that there exists the
germ of a left tendency inside the Labor Party which if crystalli-
zed, should stiffen the Labor Party leaders ip and prevent it
becoming the unchallenged tool of progressive capitalism. This
movement, as we shall presently see, has come none too soon.

With regard to the political situation as a whole, it is noti-
cable that Scotland has n receiving special attention trom
the bourgeois parties with a view to stemming the rise of Labo-
rism and recovering some of the ground lost last November.
Speeches and articles are continually pouring out predictions of
the chaos that is coming over the Empire if the Labor Party
comes to power. The proceedings of the farcical debate on
Socialism in the House of Commons are quite well knowm. On
Friday, 27th of July, the Prime Minister went out of his way to
make a speech at Edinbourgh in which he definitely attacked
Socialism. The speech contained all the hackneyed objections to
Socialism and a was poor substitute for what we are accustomed
to get from the more demogogic and astute Lloyd George. Gne
reference has, however, provoked a retort from Ra Macdo-
nald, which must be placed on record for future r:g%y
Prime Minister had said that, attached to the Labor Party, “you
have a whole army of people who would like to believe that by
a sudden transformation you can enfer into a heritage where,
for less work and for more pay, you will get conditions of greater
comfort than have ever been known in the world. The reaching
of that doctrine — as you get down to the less educated or the
unemployed — must be attractive in the highest degree, and the
effect of such preaching can only be countered by deliberate,
vigorous, and intelligent propaganda in the right direction.”
Speaking on Sunday, the 29th of July, Macdonald hastened to
take exception to the suggestion that the Labor Party stood for
«a gudden transformation”, and said with regard to the above
as a definition of Socialism: “I defy the Prime Minister or any
of his Ministers or responsible propagandists to extract, without
doing violence to the context, any statement made by us that
justilies that description.” ere we have this representative
eader of the new “Labor and Socialist International”, one of
the tenets oi which is the prosecution of the class struggle,
making it clear to all the bourgeois gentlemen of England, that

,he does not believe in_the class struggle and that there is no
danger ahead of a Labor Government making any sudden
transformation. - Everything will be carried out with due regard
to the feelings and wishes of the bourgeoisie. There will be no
sudden transformation. It is against such bourgeois ideology
that the “left” tendency is recruiting is strength and"will one day
quickly settle accounts with Macdonald. Meantime the Commu-
nist Party is alive to the developments.
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The Farmers in the New American

Labor Pariy ’
By Hal M. Ware.
The whole syslem of American agriculiure and land tenure
is bankrupt. During the last census period the farm mortgage
debt increased more than it had in 130 years before 19i0.
il jumped from a little more thau 1,500,000,000 Doll. in 1910,
to nearly 8,000,000,000 in 1920, and has increased more rapidly
since. To this figure add chattel mortgages, taxes, interest, pro-

missory noies, and store debis, and you get a staggering total,
'm‘;btt the same chance of being paid as has the German
war debt.

Throughout the country {hese cold stalistics are reflected
in 1he.(ragxc_human dramas of foreclosures, tax sales, child sla-
very, increasing ftenantry, and suicides. This is the slory the
jarmers brought o the July 3rd Convemtion. For the farmer
there is nothing leit but a new deal. He has reached the
primitive necessity fo fight for his land.

_The usual farm mis-leaders were noficeably absent. But
the militants were there. Wm. Bouck, for instance; any one who
has followed the National Grange movemenl knows of his
courageous siruggle out in Washington. ~Appreciation of his
type of leacership was shown when he was elected permanent
chairman of the Convention. And these farmers had come tfo
cement an alliance with the industrial workers, through a Fede-
rated Party. Every time a pussyfooter spoke for ‘“postone-
ment,” a militant former rose up and demanded the immediate
formation of the Party they came to create.

“Dad” Walker, a vigorous, white-haired pioneer member
of the North Dakota legislature, voiced the imperative demands
from the soil. He had left his farm work piling up, and come
1,000 miles in @ Ford with four other delegates, in order to
get something done. He wanted no pussyfooling, and said so.
He demanded the formation of the Federated Farmer-Labor

Party.

Another militant farmer was Brother Bowles, a cherry
farmer from Washington, who represented the Farmer-Labor
Partz. He stated his determination to go with the rest of
the farmers in insisting upon the formation of the new party.
The Non-Partisan League delegate from California came late,
but he soon dispelled ail doubt of his position. “I dom’t know
what you've done,” he said, “but 1 do know that a grou of
farmers back in Califernia will skin me alive if I go L)nd(
without a Labor Party. Those fellows dug up 10 Doll. apiece to
send me here to gel il. Our motto is ‘We'll stick/ and you
can count on il.”

W. H. Green, another farmer from Nebraska, and
Brother Fedje, member of the North Dakota legislature, were
active. A commitce of nine was elected by the farmer caucus
lo draw up the agrarian demands.of the Party. It represer fed
a cross-section of the farmers present. Besides Bouck and
Bov les from Washinglon, Walker of North Dakota, Mrs. Hanson
oi Wisconsin, a dirt farmer's wife, and just plain farmers, there
wag also Lieutenant-Governor of W{sconsin, Comings, and
H. Samuels who ran for Governor of Idaho on a farm mortgage
moratoriume plank. The lalier is also on the National Commuttee
of the Nm—garﬂsan League.

The demands of the farmers were drawn up in five
points, as follows:

1. The land was created for all people and we demand
a system of land tenure that will eliminate landlordism
and fenantry and will secure the land to the users of the
land.

2. Public ownership of all means of transportation,
communicatton, natural resources, and public utililies, to
be operated and for the people.

3. The issue and control of all money and credit by
the Government, for use instead of profit.

4, All war debts to be paid by a tax on excess profits.

5. A moratorium for all working farmers om their
farm mortgages for a period of five years,

Here is the voice of the farmers who have their feet
on the soil. Significant above all is the fact that these demands
were made in a convention dominaled by the industrial workers,
and passed unanimously. The alliance between workshop and
farm has been cemented. Unlike other political revolts of the
farmers, this one has its roots in their economic organizalions,
It was delegates from farm organizations that joined hands
with the rank and file of Labor.

The farmers have no illusions about the new Party.
They know it will not have the mushroom growth of the Non-
Partisan League, nor will it be a Party dominated by the agri-

cultural elements, as was the Populist revelt. They have learned

the futility of ‘“farmer friends” and “farm bloc,” wi i
miserable patchwork legislation. They have joined :h? ;:g;:
rated Fatmer-Labor Parly knowing that it is but the beginning
(f)cir a long, hard struggle by the workers and working farmers

control of the Government. They know that only through

3:.'8*1 .{ah(c%}:(t;on, and such a struggle, can they achieve their

Manifesto of Union of Sozialst
Republics
To all Peopity and Government of the World!

The Soviet republics, from their very existen
closely bound to ome another by ties o workinée Eﬁe b:::li
mulual aid, later expressed in the form of treaties of afliance.
T'he necess'ty of a joint struggle against the capitalist states at-
tacking from without.and agamst counter-revolution attacking from
with'n, has caused the Sovier Republics 1o weld the system of the
Soviets, representing the power of the workers and peasants,
into one ¢pmplete whole. The solidarity of the toilers has been
made the means of uniting them for the realizalion of fraternal
co-operation amongst the liberated peoples. The Soviet republics
emerged {ogether out of the viclorious proletarian revolution
which over.irew the power of the landowners and capital'sts.
They have suffered together beneath the historical test of interven-
tion and blockade, and have borne off the victory. After un-
hcarkd of sufferings they proceeded together to the magnificent
Ow'o;m:fty.rcsmrmg economics on the foundafion of a new state

Although they have always been ready to place the whole
of their forces and means at one another’s disposal, and to lend
one another mulual brotherly aid; although they are bound
together by freates of alliance; still they have none the less
remained separate states. The further development of their
reciprocal relations, and the demands of the international situa-
tion, have now induced them {o unite in a Federal State.

The ‘ncreased power of world reaction, the aggressive
cfforts of the imperialist governments and the resultant danger of
ircsh attacks, have made the union of the defemsive powers of
all Sov.et republics in the hands of a federal centre inevitable.

Unless the Soviet republics unite their endeavors, the
economic reconsfruction of the countries devastated by war, !mlcr-
vention, and blockade, will be an impossible task. It can only be
carried out successfully when the work 1s systematically con-
ducted by a uniform economic centre.

The gradual development and strengthening of the uew
order in the Soviet Republics, owing to the very nature of the
workers' ind peasants’ power itself, will more ‘nd more impel
these along the path of umity, of concentration of the endeavors
all aumed at one common goal.

At their recently held Soviet Congresses the peaples of the
Sovied Republics. unammously resolved t8” found the lederation
of Socialist Soviet Repubiics, a United Federal State. This union
of peoples with equal rights is a voluntary union, aad excludes all
feeling of national hate, and all compulsory retention of a people
within the confines of this state, for every republic retains the
right of free withdrawal from the Federation, and all socialist
Sov:et republics, even those which may be set up in the future,
are g'ven the possibility of free entrance into the Federation.

On July 6. the declaration, and the treaty agreed to by
the Soviet Republics joining the Federat'on, were confirmed and

t into force hy the Ceniral Executive Commitiee of the
“ederation.

Having rc%ard to the necessity of uniting all the forces of
the Soviet Republics for seli-defence against ouler attacks, it
was decided to form a Jomt Federal People’s Military and Naval
Commissarial.

The Soviet Republics have been induced to establish a
Joint Federal People’'s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs ‘u view
of their possessing joint tasks and needs in relation to the ca-
pitalist states.

The necessity of completely centralizing foreign trade oa
the principle of state monoply, for the purpose of combalting the
altempts be'ng made by capitalist states to subjugale the Soviet
Republics. has prompled the latter to establish a Joint Federal
People’s commissarial for Foreign trade.

The sysiematic leadership of economics demands unily in
transport and traffic service, that is, the formation of Joint
Federal People’'s Commissariats for traffic service, as also for
Posts and Telegraphs.

The remaining branches of state aclivily are in part sub-
ordinate to the federal centres—each republic possessing its own
centre—and in part exclusively in the hands of the separate

republics.
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The immediate admin‘stration of economics and of sfate
finance, the organization of food sugplies, the state protection
of the rights and interests of wage labor, as well as the carrying
out of labor and agrarian inspection and the control of the
whole state apparatus, will remain in the hands of the federal
centre, in so far as control from a uniform centre is required,
and in the hands of the special centre of each federal republic
when special control is required. .

‘lp}?ose commissariats having special national tasks, con-
nected with national customs and national peculiarities, as for
instance public enlightenment, home affairs, justice, etc. are
only appointed under undivided leadership ~ in the Allied
Republics.

The unity of will of the working masses throughout the
whole Federation is expressed in its supreme orﬁan, the Federal
Council Congress; but at the same time eac nationality is
specially represented in the Nationality Council, which will work
on the principle of equal rights with the Federal Council to be
elected Ey the Congress. '

The Federal State thus created on the principle of fraternal
working unity among the peoples of the Soviet Republics has set
iiself the 1asi: the maintenance of peace with all peoples. The
nationalities, each with equal rights, will stand shoulder to
shoulder, in mutual help and co-operative work; they will develop
their culture and well-being, and fulfil the tasks of the workers’

wer.

P The Federation of Socialist Soviet Republics, as the natural
ally of the oppressed peoples, sirives for the establishment of
irendly and peaceful relations and for economic co-operation
with a{l peoples. The Federation of Socialist Soviet Republics
sets itsell the aim of furthering the interests of the worker§ of
the whole world. Over one vast area of the globe—from the
Ballic Sea, from the Black and White Seas to the Pacific
Ocean—the Federation is realizing the ideal of fraternity among
1he peoples and of the supremacy of labor, and is al the same
{ime striving for the friendly co-operation of the peoples of the
whole workﬁ

The Presidents of the Central Executive Committee of the
Federation of Socialist Soviet Republics:
M. I. Kalinin, G. 1. Petrovsky, N. N. Narimanov,
A. G. Tschervyakov.
The members of the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee
of the Federation of Socialist Soviet Republics:
A. S. Enukidze, L. B. Kamenev, F. |. Kon, D. I. Kursky,
D. Z. Manuilsky, A. F. Myasnikyan, Ch. G. Rakovsky,
J. E. Rudsutak, A. 1. Rekov, T. W. Sapronov,
P. G. Smidovitsch, 1. W. Stalin, M. P. Tomsky, M. G. Zchakaya,
Chibir- Aliey.
The secretary of the Central Executive Committee of the
Federation of Socialist Soviet Republics:
A. Enukidze.
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THE UNITED FRONT

The English Transport Workers

and the United Front
By W. Lada.

At the })resent moment, when the working class must exert
its utmost efforts in the struggle against Fascism, the active
co-operation of the {ransport workers is of the greatest im-
ortance. Hence the great enthusiasm with which the holding of
he Transport Workers' Conference in Berlin was greeted by all
revolutionary proletarians. It is no wonder that this event
aroused the reformists, who now appear on the scene and iry to
sabotage the united front of the {ransport workers just coming
into be'ng. Is it not the *sociai function” of the refurmists to
hasten {o the aid of the bourgeois order as soon as the waves of
revolution begin to rise?

Once again this was the course pursued by the English
transport workers’ leaders,—Bevin, Ben Tillet, etc.—at the
conference recently held at Westminster by the English union
of transport workers. And this quite apart from the shameful
attitude taken by the conference to the dockers’ strike; we speak
here of their atfitude with regard to international ‘questions only.

The world situation, and the danger of a new war, were
discussed in appropriate terms. Even Englizh ministers make
use of such terms when it is a question of mobilizing *“public
opinion” against the obst'nate Poincaré, in order to induce him
to yield in the mattérof a ‘)etroleum concession in Mesopatamia,
or {o admit English capital to participation in the heavy indus-
trial undertakings in the Ruhr area. Ben Tillet, too, pointed
out that “peace is cheaper than war”. And what is the practical

>

result of all the speeches? It -was decided- that - internationa)
intercourse should become more intimate, in industrial and
political spheres alike. “Ifidustrial ambassadors” should he
maintained in other countries for this purpose. “Social attachés”
perhaps, on the pattern of the first candidate for such a posi-
fion—the former social attaché in Rome and present third
secrefary of the Amsterdam International—Johann Sassenbacli?
To be sure! In this way war will become a “thing of the past”.

But let us be just to the leaders of the English trans.
port workers. Such humorous resolutions are not their work
alone. Under the pressure of necessity they sometimes even pass
serious resolutions. And then they calculated once more,
full agreement with ther liberal leader Lloz_d George, with their
conservative leader Baldwin, and with their almost socialist
leader Ramsay Macdonald, that the dictates of the Versailles
peace are very bad business: it is a “world chaos treaty”. Thus
ihe wise leaders of the British transport workers demand no more
than “sensible reparations and compensations”. A world
conference, participated in by Germany and Russia, might also
coniribute to the restoration of normal business conditions.

And what are the prospects of international action among
the transport workers? xlas, it is better not to inquire. Nothing
was known of such action at Westminster. It was first
necessary to listen to a few enterfaining lectures on what (he
Second and the Third Internationals really are, and to hear that
the conference had not been convened for the discussion of
“academic and doctrinaire questions”. (Ben Tillet.) Further,
the Second International offers a common nolitical basis for all
countries; it rejects the communist propaganda of Moscow; it
is the organization most suitable for the transport workers. The
Third International, on the other hand, is determined on the
communist experiment, even before its organization is_possible.
The Second International. stands for practice, the Third for
theory. Mr. Ben Tillet, as a practical son of Albion, is in favor
of the practcal. And, finally, a decisive arguiment from Bevin:
To accept the dictatorship of the Red International would
signify splitting the British trade union movement. Democracy
and dictatorship cannot be reconciled.

At the final division only seven delegates voted against
affiliation to the Second International. were the only
righteous ones left in-Sodom and Gomorra. Let us hope that these
seven “righteous” ones in the British transport workers’ union
will finally succeed in leading their trade unions into the path
of a struggle for emancipation from the shallow phraseoiog,v
of Ben Tiﬁet and Bevin. But if this aim is to be attained, our
friends will have to work and again work!

One question in conclusion: Where was R. Williams, who
signed the S}‘ransport Workers’ agreement in Berlin?

Seamen and the Uniled Front
By George Hall.

An international mass meeting attended b
of the various nationalities was held on Julg

over 800 seamen
th at the Port of

Hamburg. Russian, English, German and American s akers
addressed the audience upon the necessity of national and inter-
It was

national unilg of all seamen and {ransport workers.
Fointed out that the world war to come would make the last one
ook like child’s play if the workers could not prevent it or frans-
form it into a class-war. “Who can deny we are on the brink of
war when thousands of aeroplanes are being built by all the great
powers; with a £10,000,000 agpro riation for the construction of
a naval base at Singapore by the British”, said the Russian
speaker. ‘ There is an invisible government in almost every
country, this is the Fascisti: are we constantly to go on withou!
an international understanding which will mean international
organisation of all transport workers? Let us prepare a_general
strike against war and fascism”, said the Awerican Cograde.
“The occupation of the Ruhr and the exploitation of the German
frolelariat by Stinnes and Company will. drive us to the united
ront. The German and French caritalists all agree to fight the
workers of both countries, jointly if necessary. They are united
in their attacks upon the workers just as the international bour-
eoisie is united against any revolutionary movement of the pro-
etariat”, said the representative of the German seamen.

All expressed their dissatisfaction with the Executive
Council of the International Federation of Trade Unions. We
want a United Front built upon the decisions of the Berlin Con-
ference which took place between the International Transport
Workers Federation and the Red International of Labor Unions
Hence the following resolutions was passed:

“In every capitalist country in the world illegal and
semi-legal organizations of the employing class are main-
tained, for the purpose of crushing out the activities of the
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sive trade unionists. These organizations are
ascist bands, who have already taken their toll of dead in
almost every country. Also there are possibilities of the
world being thrown into another war owing to the economic
antagonisms arising out of the struggle of the various groups
of capitalisis for the exploitation of the world's workers and
its resources,

Therefore: this International Mass Meeting of Seamen
and transport workers, held in the “ Wull's Gesellschafts-
haus ”, demands that the Execulive Counc’l of the Inter-
national Transport Workers Federation immediately take
steps to create an international United Front of all transport
workers; and we demand that the Executive Council of the
International Federation of Trade Unions, together with the
Executive Council of the Red Internatonal of Labor Unions,
summon a joint conference as soon as possible to dev'se ways
and means to extend this international United Front against
war and fascism.

It is further resolved that this resolution be forwarded
to the Executive Council of the International Transport
Workers Federation, the E.C. of the International Federation
of Trade Unions, and the Red International of Labour
Unions.”

We cannot cons'der the reconstruction of capitalism when
it is collagsing ag rapidly as is manifest in Germany loday. We
demand that the L.F.T.U. take action to prevent a calastrophy
and the defeat of the workers’ struggle to feed themselves, to
emancipate their class from the misery of capitalism, and (o
Therefore the seamen demand
some action at the coming executive session of the ** Amsterdam
International ” on August 3rd.

THE CLASS STRUGGLE

The Class Siruggle in Eastern
Canada
By W. Moriarty (Toronto®,

In February of this year, the British Empire Steel Corpo-
ration recognized the growing menace of the Steel Workers
Union by firing some of the active spirits in the organization.
The union at this time numbered approximately 250 workers. The
attempted victimisation provoked a sponfaneous strike, remar-
kable for its completeness. The men came out as a body, the
ranks of the union swelled to 2,500 workers during the cris:s, the
Corporation backed down, the discharged employees were rein-
stated and the steel plants were organized perhaps 80 per cent
when the armistice was signed.

Then followed a short period of active organization effort
on the part of the Union. March saw the presentation of the
demands of the workers. They were working 11 and 13 hour
shifts, with 24 hour shifts every two weeks. Wages averaged less
Their demands were for the 8 hour
shift and 20 per cent increase in wages, and recognition of the
union by means of the “check-off” system. This last clause meant
that the company is required to deduct the amount of the union
dues from the wages of each man and pay over sums so collected
to the union officials.

Negotiations breaking down, the men marched out in a
hundred per cent strike on June 28th. Hardly were the men out
when the call for troops was issued. Needless to say, the call
was heard and troops were rushed to the strike area from
all parts of Canada. The miners of Nova Scotia, the province
in whith the battle was being waged, threafened to call a sym-
pathetic strike unless all the troops were withdrawn. The usual
cries of ‘“defence of property” were issued as the reason for
non-compliance with tﬂe demands of the miners, and the first
blood was spilt in the struggle when the (roops charged into

a2 crowd ef pickets and pedestrians, using their clubs freely.

I. B. McLachlan and Dan Livingstone, the Executive
Secrefary and President of the District organization of the
miners published details of this incident and called for immediate

| stoppage. While the miners responded to a man, the publication

of the above mentioned letter was used as a pretext for arrestin
McLachlan and Livingstone upon a charge of “wilfully an
knowingly publishing a document calculated to injure a public
interest”. Bail was refused and a further charge is bein

. developed against McLachlan of Sedition. The sedition consiste

~of being in possession of the Theses and Statutes of the Com-
_Mmunist International.

These arrests have stirred the men and have but served
fo cement their ranks more closely. To the demand that the

troops b'e withdrawn have been added the unconditional release of
the men's leaders. From all over Canada have come vigorous
protesis against the use of {roops.

~ The Trades and Labor Congress have also added their
voice to the swelling song of protesting labor. Added to which,
the Federal Government itself shows that it is somewhat hesitant
to carry the {;0]1(‘185 adopted to a conclusion. The archreationar
Minister of Labor, Murdock, is even attempting to clothe himse%
in the mantle of a protector of Labor’s inferests by declaring that
his department was not consulted before putting into effect the
infamous decision to flood Nova Scotia with soldiery. But while
this is indicative of differences and fears within governmental
circles as to correctenss of methods, organized labor is accepting
Mr. Murdock’s affirmations of comradeship and brotherly interest
with the indifference that comes from past expetiences.

Meanwhile, from other parts of the Dominion came threats
of sympathetic strikes. In Alberta, the rank and file of the
miners were for following the example of their brothers in the
East. But the reactionary officialdom of the United Mine Workers
of America, led by the International president, John L. Lewis
frowned upon such plans. Instructions had already been issued
by Lewis to the men in the East to return to work and recognize
the sacredness of contract. Western labor was planning a con-
ferenice to call a general strike to force the withdrawal of the
soldiers and the release of the arrested leaders. The urgings
of the rank and file mentioned were side-tracked by the implici.
tions that a mass strike would follow the talk feast The heat of
the first impulses was thus cooled of and in spite of sporadic
sirikes of the Western miners, their leaders decided against the
sympathetic strike, the proposed conference fizzled out and once
again have the workers been “Black-Fridayed™.

It now seems extremely unlikely that a general strike will
materialise. The battle will have to be fought by the local
workers. In spite of the protests by the workers, and the
promises that troops would be withdrawn, soldiers are bein
poured into Nova Scotia to protect the scabs of the Britis
‘mpire Steel Corporation. Jokn L. Lewis has withdrawn the
charter of the Fastern District. Lewis has long chafed under
the knowledge that the leaders of District 20 were too virile
and oo close to the hearts of the workers (o be pleasing to
reaction. His threat of cancellation, made when this district
applied for affiliation to the Red International of Labor Unions,
has been held up until the present favorable opportunity for
realization. With the executive in jail, the workers feeling that
the rest of the world has deserted them, Lewis is attempting to
apply the knife.

The struggle will now probably develop into a fight
belween the workers desire fo carry on on {he one hand, and the
force of starvation on the other. ~The strikers have no funds.
As in previous instances .the battle is being waged with empty
{reasuries. The bitterness of the struggle for existence has
prevented the accumulation of the neces-ary funds for such a
fight.  The 12,000 miners and 3.060 steel workers will fight
on until bitter necessity will accomplish what all the troops of
the Dominion, aided by the reactionary machine of [Lewis, has
been unable to do.

THE LABOR MOVEMENT
Sirike of British Dodk Workers

By Geo Hardy.

The unofficial dock strikes in London, Hull, Bristol, Man-
chester and Liverpool cte., and which also extend to Ireland, in
opposition to the reduction of one shilling a day, are a revolt
against the gradual lowering of the standard of life of the
British and Irish Transport Workers, They are also a challenge
to the officials of the Transport and General Workers™ Union
to decide upon a fighting policy for the union or be repudiated.
Never since the unofiicial movement launched during the war,
has a strike had more potentialities for the revolutionary move-
ment. But to win a victory, more cohesion and national direc-
fion is necessary, otherwise, the maguilicent struggle put up
by the rank and file will be fruitless.

Nearly a year ago the leaders of the Transrort and Gene-
val Workers’ Union signed an agreement for a reduction of a
shilling a day, and a further shilling reduction which was to
take place on July Ist, 1923, if the cost of living index figure
fell ten points. At the time the agreement was signed the Red
International Transport Workers issued a statement registering
their dissatisfaction with such signing away of the dockers
wages. Not only did we consider the officials unable to {'udge
the situation almost a year hence but we disagree with the sliding
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scale as a method of regulating wages under capitalism, Nor
should trade Union leaders be allowed to sign away the right
to strike for an increase in wages if the men are willing to
fight. Therefore, we are bound to support the sirikers in_their
struggle, even though we will always fight against division in
the ranks of the trade unionisls. .

The official policy of the T. and G.W.U. is correct when
it endeavours to unite all transport workers, with their various
groupings, into an Industrial Union. But if the officials merely
seck this as a weapon to slrengthen the offical machine and
give themselves a stronger position at the conference table, and
if at the same time they seek to prevent action as {hey are doing
today, then they will divide the workers instead of uniling them.
The workers coufidence will be lost and they will refuse to listen
to officials, as 3,000 strikers did in the case of Mr. Bevin and
Mr. Gosling in London recently. They all walked out in profest
against the official decision to accept reductions without a fight.
The sympathetic strikes of the meat handlers, carfers and por-
ters of London also proves that a spirit of militancy exists amon
the rank and file of the other unions. And the steadfastness o
the British transport workers should be maintained. 1f such
sympathetic action as was demonstraled in 1911 could be developed,
there would be no shilling reduction. But as long as one group
fights alone, then the odds are against them. The dockers and
seamen are working for the same masters, and are fighting the
most powerful combination oi shipping interests in the world,
yet they still fight alone. The decision to refuse to handle cargo
by the conference of the National Sailors’ and Firemens’ Union
is not sufficient to warrant a successiul conclusion of this strike.
This conscious expression of unity of interests should be trans-
lated into action by a refusal to accept the pound reduction
which they must also suffer this month. .

There must arise out of this strike a closely coordinated
minority movement. The rank and file committees should be
kept i existence. They must become organs of vigilance, and an
instrument for revolutionary propaganda. Prepare to overcome
the lack of national unity which is evident in this crisis. This
can only be done by organizing local commitiees in every port
and linking then up nationally. Then such occurreqces as one or
several ports going back before the others should never happen
again, Discipline and unanimity of purpose are essential for a
rank and file movement, but this can only be achieved by all
working from one center under a responsible nafional execulive.
Above all, in this present crisis, there must be no leaving the
union or forming other unions. This would weaken the workers
front in future battles and divide the dockers as the scamen are
split today: fighting each other. Complete unity of all transport
workers must be created and maintained.

let this bread and butter fight be won. The transport
workers of Great Britaina and Ireland must be encouraged in
their struggle against reaction and capitalism. Sacred contracls
and constilutional methods are not issues in the class struggle.
“Have we a chance to win?” is the only consideration. If so,
then fight, for the bosses will fight us with any and all means
at their command, including legal and illegal armed force.

The Dutch Anarcho-Syndicalisis
cause a Split
By Andrés Nin (Moscow).
yhe Dutch ** National Labor Secretariat” (N.A.S.) has
been backed up by the revolutionary part of the Dufch organ‘zed

olelariat for 30 years. But the organization has been ua-
ortunate. For a number of years it has been headed by a sort

_ of dynasty, the Lansink family, which has held the leading posts

and paralysed the action of the union. The Lansink dyaasty
has passed the leading posilions on from father to son. Durin
recent times, Lansink pere has been chairman of the N.A.S. an
his son the secretary. The real leadersh'p has been in the hands
of the son. Within the N.A.S. itself, the great majority of the
workers have been in sympathy with the Russian Revolution and
with the R.I L.U. But Lansink has done his best for two years
1o prevent the orgamzation from affil'ating to the R.LL.U. In
1920 he supported the organization of an anarcho-syndicalist
conference in Berlin, which organization was to create a new
International. In 1921 he declined {o take part in the inaugural
congress of the R.1.L.U., although his organization had chosen
him as delegate for the purpose. He, the so-called anti-politician,
proved himself in reality to be a sly and cunning “politician”,
never committing himself definitely fo anything. Thus in
February 1922, he participated in the work done by the central
council of the R.ILL.U., where he carried on the same game,
without §xvmg us any opportunity of inducing him fo made any
definite declaration. After this he again exerted every endeavor,

in his capacity of masier of the bureaucratic apparatus and of
the daily paper issued by the organ‘zation, in order to tumn ke
N.A.S. aside from Moscow. But the wifl of the majority of
the members began to make itself felt. The central council of the
N.A.S. declared itself to be opposed to the attempts being made
by Rocker, Borghi, and their companions, to found an anarcho.
syndicalist International. The central council gave instructions
{0 the same effect to the delegates which it sent to the Berlin
conference at Chrisimas 1922.  After this the national congress
resolved on affiliation with the R.I.L.U. But Lansink continued
his war against Moscow, and went on inveighing against fhe
Russian revolution and the 3. International in the organ of
the union.

A plebiscite taken among the members again resulied i
a majority for affiliation to the R.ILL.U. But the executive of
the R.l.L.{J., aware of the schismatic intentions of Lansink and
h's clique, advised the N.A.S. not to affiliate either with Moscow
or with Berlin, despite the results of the plebiscite, in order 1
preserve the unity of the organization. This has always been
our aftitude. We took up this position in Finland and in Norway,
and shall further recommend it in all countries where affiliation
to the R.ILL.U. could form an obstacle to the indispensable
unity of the working class. Lansink and his family have however
recognized that their positions are shaky, and have decided on
a split at all costs,

Lansink convened a conference of the so called “revolutionary,
syndicalist, ant'-political organizations” on June 24. in Utrecht,
21 organizations were represenled at the conference, but the
delegates took care to avo.d making {hemselves ridiculous b
stating the number of workers represented by these 21 organi-
zations. In Utrecht, it was unanimously resolved that a new
central be founded under the name of “Dutch Syndicalist Craft
Union”, and a new periodical ‘ssued under the name of the
Syndicalist. This was followed by a circular sent By the new
central to all organizations, coniaining the following instructions:
1. Every organization has to resolyve vote on separaiion from
the N.A.S. and affiliaton to the N.S.V. (Nederlandsche Syndi
calistich Vakverband). 2. In ihe case of organizations whose
majority is in favor of Moscow, the minority must withdraw
from tge organization and form a new one. 3. The labor
exchanges .in agreement with the Berlin International must
separate from the N.A.S. and enter into commun‘cation with the
bureau of the N.S.V 4. In the case of lahor exchanges in which
those sympathizing with the Berlin International are in t(he
minor'ty, these sympathizing organizations must withdraw
from the labor excllange.

Never before perhaps has a split been carried out with
such deliberate cynicism. The new central has but a very
insignificant number of followers, and what réle can this tny
organization be expected to play in a count where there are
more than half a million organized workers? This Duich central
is exactly suited to the impoient union which has its headquarters
in Berlin, and which is making itself ridiculous by its assumptica
of the des'gnation “International”. .

The N.A.S. possesses the overwhelming majorit{ of
adherents, and has now a daily paper at its disposal which, freed
from Lansink’s influence, may be hoped to accomplish good work
for the cause of straighiforward class warfare in Holland. This
organization is Dllow ng the advice given by the executive of
the R.I.L.U, and is mantaining ¥ neutral aftitude towards the
Internationals, whilst championing the cause of labor unity i
Holland. This altilude 1s the best which can be taken in the
interest of the Dutch proletariat.

The Vienna Congress of the Inter-
national Chemical Workers

The congress of the above named unions was held @
Vienna from the 16th to the 18th of June. 48 delegates represented
12 organizations with over 1 million members. The craft inter-
national is affiliated to the International Trade Union Federation,
Amsterdam, and the chemical workers are organized in (he
factory workers unions of Belgium, Holland, Germany, Ausir 4
Czecho-Slovakia, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. e Englsh
organization was not represenfed, the remarkable reason being
given that it did not possess the financial means for the congrcs&

We did not expect that this conference would be able 10
solve questions touching the working class as a whole. Bu: it
was {0 be expected thaf it would discuss the labor problems of
the present {. and would lay down I'nes of acfion and adopt
a definite attitude within its craft international. And if the
congress has brought forth some important results, and has feft
behind it some impressions of importance for the labor movement
of the fuiure, then this s certanly not due in any way to (it
presidium which was elected, nor to any efforls on d;e part of the
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ormist delegates. The agenda laid before the conference, in-
nded to establish the future plan of work for the international,
d to clarify its position in relation to the factory and trade
nion movement, was dealt with by the speakers with ‘the custom-
reformist superficial'ty and one-sidedness. There was no
jear formulation of boundaries or expression of a definite atti-
{owards capital, reaction, and Fascism. There was no debate
. (he attitude and tasks incumbent on the chemical wc ‘ters in
iture imperialist wars.  The question of active international
soperation between the different countries was not even
nenfioned outside of the reports.
But, nevertheless, the discussions cenired round very im-
ortant  matters. In spite of the exiraordinarily difficult cir-
mstances, Comrade Dobrovolsky, the chairman of the Russian
factory workers’ union, had come to Vienna, and requested to be
dmitied to the conference, and {o be permitted to take part in the
debate on the questions at issue. hat followed was entirely
aracteristic of the conference. The presidium and the delegates
orhade Comrade Dobrovolsky to deliver the greetings of the

BRussian proletariat to the delegiles, to be passed on to their or-

gnizations. They declared that in no case would they tolerate
hat the Russian representative should speak or take part in the
discussion on imperialist wars, capilalist attacks, Fascism, and
he formation of a united front. It is typical that at the moment,
hen, after a long discussion, the Russian comrade had received
rmission to take part in the conference as a listener only, the
congress welcomed as a guest the representative of the capitalist
bor office in Geneva, de Rode, and permitted the members of a
tscab organization, which had embezzled workers' money, to parti-
dpate in the congress as delegates with full rights. After much
dious discussion, the pres‘dium promised comrade Dobrovolsky
at he would be permitted to speak on the situation of the Russian
emical workers.

The conference of this craft international lasted three days.
For three whole days the representative of the Russian working
class was not permitted to utter a word on the acute problems
of the present, and yet every speaker and every debater spoke only
of (he Russian proletariat, of the Soviel government, and of the
communists in other countries. That which has been done by
ihis conference towards combatting Soviet Russia has not been,
ind cannot be, surpassed by any other section of the Amsterdam
International. -

But the combatting of communim was not the only im-
portant question before the conference; there was much discussion
on the differences arising within the International Trade Un’on
Federation over forms and tactics in the labor movement,

Edo Fimmen was present at the Vienna conference in the
apacity of a guest, and on the very first day he delivered a
speech on the united front, war danger, and Fascism ,pointing out
wih refreshing clarily and distinciness the path to be pursued
by the proletariat. He strongly emphasized the fact that it is
only possible for us fo combat the dangers threatening us if we
maintain the closest relations with the communists and the Russian
work'ng class. He condemned all those who attempt to sabotage
the united front, and spoke repeatedly in sharp temns against the
behavior of the reformist leaders of the LT.U.F., particularly of
the Germari reformists. It goes without saying that the dominant
section of participators in the conference opposed Fimmen’s
views. The chairman of the German factory workers’ union, Brey,
tven contrived to laugh derisively. But this could not alter the
great signficance of Fimmen's speech.

‘ The first day of the congress was thus given special
sign‘ficance bK Fimmen's speech, and in the same manner the
last day of the conference was raised above the level of the
other discussions when the Russian representative was allowed
fo give a report on the position of the chemical workers in
ussia.

Eight countries were represented at the congress, neutral
and conquered couniries, and tht delegates of the unions con-
cerned made repeated complaints, in the most pathetic tones, that
the work'ng class is being forced into a defensive position, that it
has fo tolerate reductions in wages, that it is being deprived of
social rights and social welfare provisions, and that there is no
Erosped whatever of improvin’ilt position of the workirg people
y means of negotiations, but that they are, on the contrary, bei
delivered helpless into the hands of capital, without means o
defence against capitalist governments.
liberties alleged to have been.won were designated repeatedly at
the congress as mere pseudo-successes.

Comrade Dobrovolsky reported, in a few simple words, on
the wages and social -conditions among the chemical workers in
ussia. He said that, while 2 years ago the workers received
5 to 30% of their peace wages, they are now receivinﬁ 80% of
eir peace real wage, calculated on the basis of the goods
fouhle, A ®ommission appoinied by the trade unions keeps up a

All the rights and’

current calculation of the index, to which the earnings are
adag ted.

The eight hour day is adhered to in the factories, and in
trades injurious to health it is only permitted to work 6 hours,
Only two hours work are allowed in the manufacture of
poisonous dyes.

Every workers receives 2 weeks holidays in the year, apart
from any question of permanent occuﬁation and output; workers
employed in professions in{'urious to health receive 4 to 6 weeks
holidays. There are special laws protecting youth, and holidays
adequate for recuperation are provided for.

Ex_Fcctaut mothers receive eight weeks leave,
he output of the individual worker is approximately that
of pre-war times; production itself has increased by 250% within
the last 2 years.

About 170,000, or 49% of all workers, are organized in the
Russian factory workers' union,

The report thus given to the congress exercised a tremend-
ous effect. The statements were more than a mere description
of the conditions under which the Russian workers are living.
It was a demonstration of the correctness of revolutionary factics
and a damning indictment of the reformists of the other coun-
tries. The old and tried leaders of organizations wh'ch have
exisled for decades, leaders who have regarded themselves and
their actions as infallible, have here received a lesson whose effects
will be of immense importance for the whole working class, if the
delegates present at the congress were capable of grasping the
full significance of what they heard.

The congress ended without any positive success being ob-
{a'ned for the international working class. The workers of all
countries, especially those engaged in the chemical industry, are
im duty bound themselves to tackle the solution of these questions,
to call their unions to account, and o create the international
united front on a revolutionary basis.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

Form ihe Ranks for the 9th Inter-
national Day of Youth!

We call upon you in these serious times to march for-

. ward unitediy with the young Communists of all countries and

under the Banner of the Young Communist International on the
2nd September to the 9th. Intetnational Day of Youth.

The working class and the poor peasants of all countries
are faced with violent struggles against the continually more in-
colent attacks of the exploiting class. The latter have ably
succeeded in transferring all burdens, and all the ravages of the
war which was ‘‘ended” five years ago, on to the backs of the
workers and the poor peasants, so that their situation grows
continually more unbearable. And your position has also be-
come unbearable!

Your misery which is growing daily, your increasing ex-
ploitation, these are the pillars upon which the capitalists and

reat landowners sustain their riches and their domination.
our exploiters have depressed your wages ever lower and have
continually prolonged your working day. And the eight hour
day will soon become a mere myth if you do not gird up your
loins to enter on the struggle.

Young Workers and Peasants! March forward on the
2nd September. Manifest your will to fight along side of us:
Against the unbearable spiritual and bodily misery. Against the
abolition of the eight hour day and for adequate wages! For
the six hour day!

This however, is not the only necessity of the hour.

In almost every country there has arisen against the wor-
king class a much more dangerous enemy: Fascism. Fascism
has undertaken the shameful task of overcoming the workers
and poor peasants who revolt against their exploiters, and of
finally fettering them under capitalist slavery. ?t especially di-
rects its attacks and efforts against the ranks of the working
and peasant youth. PR |

The working and peasant youth must repel it with deter-
mination. But not only that. They must occupy the first place
in the ranks of the working class which are being formed for
the relentless struggle against Fascism.

Proclaim this determination on the 9th International Day
of Youth!

The 2nd of September shall, however, at the same time
be the reply fo all attempts to play off the working and peasant
youth against ome another as cannon fodder for the highest
gshare of profit of one or other national

loiting class. The
danger of war continues. England and

rance are arming
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i another, while both together are arming against
g%:::: t lg:};sia'; America and England are arming against
Japan; in short, the whole capitalist world is feverishly pre-
paring for an imperialist war, compared with which the las:
war will be mere child’s play. The working and sanf

outh must be on the alert. On the 9th International Day o!
‘outh they must mobilize all forces against the threatening war

Give the social democractic youth leaders, who have repe-
atedly spurned our appeals for a common front against the
Danger of War, against Fascism and Reaction and against the
physical and mental misery, the clear answer: We are not min-
ded, as in 1914, to be again bartered away as cannon fodder
of the imperialists. We are not minded to await with beautiful
speeches a new war tempest! We are not dprep_‘ared any longer
patiently to sink ever deeper into need an misery! It is ouli
will to march aloug widlh lho:«:e who proceed to the actua

e against all these dangers! )
mmgg'l]'hisg, young Workers and Peasants, is what the Commu-
nist Youth International has (o say to you in regard to the 9th
International Day of Youth. March under these signs to the
fighting front of the young Workers, Peasants and Soldiers!

ﬁut in order to repulse the attack of Capital, of Fascism
and of the War Danger you need strong organization, and for
this reason we call to you, young workers in town and country:
Remain no longer aloof, be no longer divided!

Gather together, come into our ranks, enter the workshop
cells of the leagues of the great hghth organization of the
working youth of the Communist Youth Internationall

Fight against impoverishment! Down with Fascism and
imperialist war! Long live the firm fighting front of the wor-
king youth of the whole world!

Moscow, July 26, 1923

The Executive Committee of the Communist Youth

International.

THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT

The “Zenirosoyus”
By Karl Bittel (Weiflenfels).

There exists in Russia today under the leadership of the
central union “Zentrosoyus”, a powerful and exiensive co-
operative activity, which is unrivalled in the world, and clos'egll
bound up with the first workers’ and peasants’ state. The hi
degree of importance attached to the co-operatives has been
lately shown by Lenin's article “On Co-operation”, the stand-
point of which may be summed up as follows: .

“A number of economic, financial, and banking pri-
vileges to be accorded {o co-operation — these must con-
stitute the support of the new principle of organisation of the
co-operatives by our socialist state.”

Today, the co-operatives represent a large apparaius com-
posed of almost 30,000 separate unions, which act as inter-
riediaries between the state organized industry, the consuming
population, and the peasaniry. The whole is led by the “Zen-
trosoyus”, concerning the activity of which we give below some of+
the latest figures, as stated at the 8th session of the Co-operative
Council held at Moscow in May.

In the first quarter of 1923, the trade turnover was 23,888
million gold roubles, signifying a rise of 26% as compared with
the last quarter of 1922; of this, 68.5% lalls to articles of daily
use, 10.2% to foodstuffs, and 18.9% to raw materials. The sales
efiected by the “ Zentrosuyus” are 80.8% direct to the co-opera-
tives, 13.6% to the state, and 3.6% to privateedpersons. ith
regard fo purchases, the state industry received 63.6% of the
orders, (shoes, textile and fancy goods, which are bought almost
exclusively from the state ~industry), co-operatives 33.2%.
and private rsons only 3.2%. Classified according to
descriptions ol goods, the stale organs bought 93 % of all
household and domestic articles sold, 92% of .agricultural
articles, 84 % of groceries, 73 % of textiles, shoes and fan
goods. Of the food stuffs sold, the state organs purchased,
on an average, 50 %. The sub-unions and separate co-ope-
ralives suprlled fo the “Zentrosoyus” 8% of its purchases
of industrial articles and 41% of its purchases in foodstuffs. The
local organs are of great importance in supplying the raw
materials purchased by the “ Zentrosoyus” accounting for 97%
of the supplies. ‘

As is_seen, the relations with state industry are very
extensive. They are on a purely commercial footing. The
various forms of reciprocal intercourse are as follows: ag) short-
term agreements at fixed prices, b) long term delivery contracts,
€) m?ization contracts (for instance the contract with the

—

Moscow leather concern for the realization. of the production)
d) shoe manufacture through the apparatus of the consumer
cl ative societies, €) contracts for executing the orders of
the “ Zentrosoyus ”, f) commission agreements (for instance with
the sugar {rust and the salt syndicate). This last method has
been designated as the most advantageous and economical form
of business intercourse, given rapid delivery of goods and
adequate credit. For this purpose the “ Zentrosoyus” has beey
granted goods on credit by the separate state trusts, and by the
supreme economic council, as well as large credits with the siate
bank, the people’s commissariat for finance, and other credit
organizations, The total credits aniounted to:

1. June 1922, . 1.65 million gold roubies,

1. ilzznuar 1023 11.51 million gold roubles,

1. May 1323 F s 17.33 million gold roubles.

As is known, the Russian co-operatives are the sole
participators in the state foreign trade monopoly of the R.S.F.S R ;
at the present time they dpotssess their own offices in London,
Reval, Constantinople, and New York. In the first quarter ot
1923 the exports amounted to about half a million pounds slerling,
56% of which fell to furs, 38% to textiles, and 6% to hides etc,
The list of goods export increases steadily. To it has lately been
added: oil-cake, oats, sinapic oil, home industry articles; as also
corn, butter, and eggs. The export plan for 1923/24 provides for
raw materials and %urs which alone amount to 40 million gold
roubles. 49.4% of the import articles come under the category
of metals and metal goods, 17.8% to foodstuffs. The share taken
in the herring import trade has been particularly larg«:.’ §27..»"a
of thg whole import of the country). The “ Zentrosoyus urther
imported about one half of the total import of leather (46.8%)
and more than one third of the lubricants imported (38.4%). Of
mefal articles, the “ Zenirosoyus” imported one quarter of th'e
country’s import of sheet zinc, more than one half of the country’s
import in tools, ploughs, and harrows. It hlso imported a quarter
of all imporied motor-cars. Among other goods, avpecial_n?ennon
must be made of cocoa butter, the “ Zentrosoyus parhcnpaun
1o the extent of 18.8%, organized private trade 30%, unorganiz
private trade 15%. ) )

The new system of co-operative goods credits to the
workers, carried out in closest connection with the General Trade
Union Central, has been further extended. The first goods credits
were granted in June 1922, and have developed during this ycar
as follows—in comparison with the goods returns of the
“ Zentrosoyus ": )

' Amount of credil n

No. of co-operatives  Tschervonizes *)
i ¥ 153

lLzmuary . . v oo 4 40,153
ebruary , + « &« & 60T 121,128
March . . . o 101 322,575
April. .. . v v v . T4 240,993
Nﬁy e 4 4 v o 3 101 250,652
This was distributed among the following groups durmg

the first 5 months as follows: The sub-unions 590,598 Tscherw,
the workers’ consumers’ co-operative societies 219,447 tscherw,
the transport workers consumers' co-operative societies 11032
tscherw., the army co-operatives 27,778 tscherv.

The ¢ Vsekobank” (All Russian Co-operafive Bank),
founded in ganuary 1923 by the consumers’ co-operative sociely
bank (Pokobank), has deve osed very well. Today it possesses
14 branches in all parts of Russia, and 5 agencies in Moscow.
It corresponds with 9 foreign banks. The balances for the
3 months of March, April, and May, 1923, are as follows. i
millions of roubles:

1. March 1. April 1. May B
Capital 976 149% 11.67 79% 2095 12n%
lmﬁ!slment 1530 235% 3101 209% 5774 24 ‘3
Loan 2532 389% 7320 493% 11314 470%
Profit 11.73 18.0% 2782 188% 2645 111 o
Sundry 3.06 47% = 458 3.1% 10.67 4.4 =

65.17 1000% , 14828 100.0% 23795 100 K]

Banking activily has thus developed chiefly on the basi
of investment and loans on the part of the state bank and the
commissariat for finance. The loan account also contains the
special state credits for financinf the workers' co-operatives and t!w
special measures being taken for agricultural and productive -

- operatives. The invested accounts of the provincial branches huve

_ risen_rapidly, having quadrupled in a quarter of a year. The

activity of the goods department extends chiefly to the financng
of the commercial operations of the central co-operative organizd
tions. Thus the bank financed an export operation of (it
¢ Zentrosoyus ” _’f_o.r 200,000 lbs of bran. " The agricultural co

*) A Tschervontze possesses about the value of an Enghsh
pound, and its value is stable.

tobacco and flax, It ﬁm without saying that the bank has taken
conspicuous part in the organization of the workers’ credits.

On August 15. the All Russian Exhibition for Agriculture
and Home Industry in Moscow will be opened. This will be
extensively participated in by the co-operatives. Special co-
operative pavilions are being erected, in which the whole of
Soviet Russia’s co-operative system will be represented,
supplemented by exhibits representing the various co-operative
organizations of western Europe.

RED RELIEF

| The All Russian Economic Exhibition
and the “Iniernational Red Relief”

The Russia of the workers and peasants is preparing for
its first All Russian Economic Exhibition. During the two
months of the exhibition, from August 15. fill October 15.,
worker and peasant Russia will demonstrate to the whole world
the greatness and extent of AH Russian economics. And despite
the lremendous.er:onomic tasks involved, the Russian workers
and peasants will once more prove the depth and power of the
idea of international solidarity inspiring the masses of the
Russian people.

This gigantic exhibition will be opened with special
reference to the relief action for the political prisoners now in
the prisons of the international bourgeoisie. The first three
days of the exhibition will be devoted to the interests of the
“International Red Reliei” (L.R.R.). Artistic circles in Moscow
are alreaday engaged in preparztions. The opening celebration
will be arranged by the head director and manager of the
Moscow “Grand Opera”, who will be assisted during the three
days of the celebration by all the revolutionary artstic organiza-
tions of Moscow, by the co-operation of the proletcult and of the
sport and other organizations of Moscow. There will be
theatrical performances, cinematograph displays, mass choirs in
the great exhibition pavilion, vocal music,” ballets, concerts,
public entertainments of every description, children’s and
sporting - festivals, etc. In addition, there will be large meetings
lectures, etc, under the direct management of the Central
Committee of the International Red Relief, at which the most
ominent Russian comrades and the most prominent represer-
latives of foreign parlies in Russia will speak on behalf of the
International Red geliei. At all these celebrations and meetings
there will be regular collections taken in aid of the I.R.R. Tge
wollections, meetings, and lectures will extend over the first
three days of the exhibition, and 35% of the net proceeds will
be placed at the disposal of the LR.R. in aid of the victims of
the class war. The L.R.R. is represented in the large exhibition
pavilion by a special “Mopr” corner. The L.R.R. corner, or,
13 it is called in Russian, the ‘“Mopr” corner, will be placed
opposite “the “Lenin” corner of the exhibition pavilion. Besides
4 statistical information section, in which the work of the central
committee of the L.R.R. and the work done by the various sections
ill be clearly set forth, there will be an artistic-propagandist
tepartment, in which the life of the prisoners and the activity
of he LR.R. are to be presented in pictures. The organization
ind arrangement of these two sections of the “Mopr” corner
has been undertaken by the revolutionary artists of Moscow.

e exhibition will also include a special art department (pictures,
%ood carving, sculpture, etc.) participated in by leading Russian
rtists, and in which the revolutionary artists’ organizations will
ehibit and sell pictures for the benefit of the political prisoners.

e proceeds from the sale of the pictures will be put entirely
{ the disposal of the LR.R. The Bussian artists have already
Up till now, sent in over 60 pictures for exhibition and sale for
the benefit of the political prisoners.

The exhibition will not only prove a great source of help,
but will become a centre from which the idea of international,
Practical, and active solidarity with the victims of the class war,
nd with the international fighting proletariat, may spread with

renewed activity and increased strength into the most far-off
Provinces.

for ihe “iniernational Red Reliet”

. At the session held by the Central Committee of the “Inter-
fafional Red Relief” in Moscow on June 26., conjointly with -

e delegates of the separate Communist Parties, the following
ftsolution was passed with regard to the report of the LR.R.:

“Beyond doubt Red Relief is one of the most urgent
tagks of

international labor movement, and this work

\
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operatives have also been financed in their ex&ort operations in -
e

must be taken up in every country with the greatest ene 2
A section of the lnternah}tvmal Reg Relief mhgst be organ{zge{l
in every country, the organizatian draft of the central
commitiee of the LR.R. being taken as a basis. The session
specially appeals to the Communist Parties and all other
labor organizations, in those countres in which the White
Terror does not hold sway, to at once take up Red Relief
work, not only because these countries possess the best

se’bilities and are in duty bound to provide large means
or the Red Relief, but also because { ey may themselves,
sooner or later, be placed in the same position as the wor-
king masses in the countries where the White Terror now
prevails. It is therefore the duty of these sections, in their
own interest, to start work on the broadest possible basis for
the Red Relief, to organize a seétion of the LR.R, and to
awaken the spirit of infernational self-sacrifice among the
working masses.”

In addition to the above, the following resolution
passed on emigration:

.. ‘“After having heard the report on emigration, the
jo'nt session of the Central Committee of the I.R.R. and the
delegates of the separafe parties approve of the instructions
issued and the attempts made up to now by the Central
Committee of the l.R.E. towards the settlement of the emi-
gration question. It expects, from the separate sections of
the LR.R. and from the central commiitees of the Communist
Parties alike, that they will make every effort to order and
regulate political emigration. Em‘gration {o Soviet Russia,
as the main centre of emigration, is in particular only to
be permitted by the Central Committee of the C.P., and by the
sections of the LR.R., in the most urgent cases.

ECONOMICS

Wages in Russia in 1923
By L. Ginsburg (Moscow).

The first attempt at wage agreements in 1923 was ac-
comﬁanieq by a general stabilization of wages. An examination
of the chief agreements which have been concluded in the in-
dustrial centres, as well as the comprehensive reports on agree-

ments made, show that the rates of w:ges fixed in the agreements
have, on the whole, remained unaltered.

Thus the comprehensive agreements of the metal workers
with the National Otfice for the metal industry, and the manage-
ment of the metal works, contain the same rates of wages as
obtained in December. For the miners of the Donez district, last
year’'s agreement remained in force until April. The railwaymen’s

wages have also increased but little. The same result is shown
by the following:

was

Wage rate of the 6. (middle) wage class as per agreements jn
large scale industry (in percentages of the household requirements
fixed by the State Distributing Commission *):

January February March
Metal workers . . . 151 152 152
Textle workers . . 167 167 167

The curve of actual wage paymenis to workers within
these three months shows, however, a certain rise, less observable
in the statistics for the whole of Russia, but clearer for the two

chief cities:
Actual working wages, classified according to industry, in per-

centages of the household requirements fixed by the State Distribu-
tion Commission.

For the whole Republic For Petrogard

Jan. F Jan. Feb. March
For all industries . 162.3 163.7 100.8 204.6 2204
Metal workers . 159.1  179.7 204.4 2083 2549
Textile workers 131.8 130.6 1546 149.6 183.8
Chemical workers . . — - 1939 1920 237.2
Typographical workers — — 2400 2738 2648
Foodstuif workers . — - 196.0 196.0 2325

* Household requirements are estimated by calculatin
the cost of the articles of daily use customarily found in
worker’s household before the war. The index for househol
requirements thus corresponds to the movement in the prices
such objects as are actually bought by workmen. The amount
for household requirements before the war was 10 roubles in
Moscow and Petrograd. P '
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For Moscow
January February March
For all indusiries « » . 1914 199.0 2249
Metal workers . . . . . 2041 2245 263.8
Textile workers . . . . 1574 160.1 '156.|
Chemical workers . . 2005 214.1 2488
Typographical workers . . 257.0 250.6 2758

Provision Trade workers . 234.5 2233 246.5 .

In comparison with December of last year, we observe in
stable wages rates a rise in the average earnings, for Russia,
of 11%, for Petrograd (in March), of 22%, and for Moscow (in
March), of 18%. This rise is partly explained by a readjustment
of the wage class systeni The increase in wages is, however,
chiefly attributable to the sogiewhat greater stabilizat.on of prices
in the first months of the year. The rise in retail prices during
this period (calculated according {o the consumption standards)

is as follows:

Index of prices (for household re.uirements) in percentages of
. those of the previous mounth.
For the whole of Russia For Moscow For Petrograd

January . . 1281 121.4 ll?.5
February . . 1142 133.7 132.2
March . . . — 121.2 1143

In comparison w'th the same months of last year, the
rapidity with which the prices have risen is three to four times
less. '{hcre was also to ge observed a considerable improvement
as regards prices in comparison with the end of 1922, ]

When it is remembered that the amount of the wages is
generally calculated for the 15th of the current month, and that
payment is gener.ll[v made at the beginn'ng or in the middle of
the following month, it will be seen that a certain stability of
prices exercises a favorable influence on the amount of the ac-
{ual wage *). .

I the movement of the real wage for the first quarter of
1923 is compared with tha{ of the last quarter of the past year,
we observe a certain slackening in the rate of increase of wages.

I'his lessened ‘ncrease is due to the fact that in a number
of branches of I'ght industry wages have nearly regained their
pre-war rales, and in some branches of production have even
exceeded these rates (see appended table); in such cases a further
rise in wages will only be objectively possible if the general pro-
ductivity of these branches of industry is enormously increased,
markets improved, etc. In heavy ndustry, on the other hand, the
crisis is not yet overcome, and here rises in wages are inevit-
ably slow. )

If the wages of the separate branches of industry are
compared, it appears that heavy indusiry, represented in our
table by the mefal workers, is beginning to make progress with
regard to the absolute amount of wages. All over the Republic
the metal workers already occupy a leading position, and have
exceeded the general average standards everywhere.

These are the absolute figures; compared with pre-war
wages, heavy industry still takes the last place:

Wages in January, Fehruar!, and March 1923 m per-
centages of pre-war wages (1913) **)

For the whole Republic ~ For Pelrogard

Jan.  Feb. Jan. Feb. March
For all indusiries . . 543 543 506 636 720
Metal workers . 4+ . 355 38.1 475 484 59.0
Textile workers . . . 539 534 687 665 B20
Chemical workers . . — — 67.3 0667 820
Typographical workers — —_ 604 791 TI9

804 87.9 1000

Provision Tradeworkers — —
January February March

For Moscow

For all industries . . + . 766 76.6 90.0
Metal workers . - s« o« . 618 63.0 79.0
Textile workers . . « + . . . 716 72.8 71.1
Cheniical workers . . . , . . 878 93.1 108.2
Typographicah workers . + . . 803 78.3 86.1
IFoodstuffs workers . . . . . 111.7 100.3 117.4

It will thus be seen that whilst in all branches of indusiry
a standard of wages amounting to 54.3 % of pre-war wages has
been reached for the whole Republic, to 72 % for Petrograd, and

*) Tho amount of the actual wage is ascertained by the
Office for Labor Statist.cs from the data supplied by the
accountants’ reporis issued by the factories on the monthly pay-
ments; the paper money is reduced to goods roubles on the
basis of the prices obtaining on the first day of the month
hllowing the month_of the report.

**) Pre-war wages taken from the factory inspection
reporis.

to 90 % for Moscow, the metal workers are drawing wage
amounting o 38.1, 59.0, and 79 % of pre-war wages.

The great difference between the figures o the absolute
wages (calculated in household requirements) and the waﬁe oo
efficients showing the relation to pre-war wages, Wil be
understood when it is recollected that before the war the wages
drawn by the metal workers were one and a half times as muck
as the average wages for all branches of industry. It is naturally
impossible complefely to restore pre-war conditions, not ouly
because the great economic upheavals which the' country has
undergone do not permit it, but also because pre-war wages were
determined by a number of faclors which have now partly logt
the'r significance (demand and supply, development of labor
organizations). There is, however, no doubt but that the
amount of wages paid in ‘leavy industry does not correspond in
any way to the role played by this mdu_strg in the country, nor
to the highly skilled labor performed by the workers occupied;
the necessity of raising wages here is very real.

Our calculation of actual earnings does not include the
circumsiance that some communal underiakings paid their
workers at reduced rates. The resultant increase in wages may
be taken at about seven per cent.

If this correction is made, it will be found that the average
wage for all branches of industry for the whoie republic amoun ed
in ?’ehruarv fo 58 per cent of pre-war wages, while as regards
Petrograd, this figure was atla’ned in March. In some branches
of industry in Moscow, we have a rise exceeding the pre-war
level, as for instance, 158% for the chemical workers, and
25.6% for the provisions trade workers.

PROLETARIAN ART

A Public Disputation on Futurism
By Frida Rubiner.
Moscow, July 1923

Great posters on the walls announce: In the Great Hall
ot the Conservatorium, under the %residency of the People's
Commissionary A. Lunatcharski — Public Discussion on LEF.
What is LEP).l? “LEF.“ means “lion” in Russian, Buvt what
does this false “lion”, the LEF., means? In Russia the abbre
viation of names {o their inifial letter has become so customa
that everyone can understand: “LEF” means “Lewi-Front',
that is, Left Front. The futurists designate themselves artists
of the “Left Front”, and for some months they have been

ublishing a periodical under the name of the “LEF.”, edited
Ey the well known Majakovsky and his colleagues.

Even before the revolution Russia provided a .field for the
most variegated forms of art, bearing the most impossible
names: Imagists, Egoists, and even Nilchevoki (from the
Russ’an “Nilchevo”, meaning indifference). During the years of
revolution these art tendencies contrived to eke out a more o
less wreiched existence in wretchedly heated rooms. ~But when
the Soviet power was finally stabilized, fresh life began to per-
vade the world of art. Not lo mention the poets and minor poels
who help the NEP. people to pass their time pleasantly in the
cabarcts and cafés of the 1verskaya in Moscow, modetn poe!ry,
and above all futurism, is striving to win the hearts and _mmdl
of the Russian youth, that youth which is being educated in the
spirit of Marxism to ke good proletarian revolutionists in the
Sverdlov universities and labor faculties. Youth, including pro-
letarian youth, is accessible to every good or evil influence, and
it histens eager!y to 'te strident cantons of the tuturisis, which
sound so afiractively venturesome and ‘revolut’onary”. Does
this interest in futurism not form a danger for revolutionary
ideology, for proletarian youth? The question between futurisis
and Marxists, proletarian writers and bourgeois poets, experts
and casual public, is here to be thrashed out publicly.

Not only is the great hall of the conservatorium filled {0

bursting, but there are siill hundreds shouting and singing out-
side, hoping to obtain admittance. What sections of the public
are interested in futurism? First of all, the youth: proletarian,
proletarianized, semi-proletarian, would-be proletarian, an
would-look proletarian; and then, soldiers of the Red Army,
oung men belonging to the world of artists, elegant young
adies with carefully tinted lips; further NEP.OFeople who do
not want to miss anything, and finally—good solid Pnrt{ comt-
rades with an old Party past, who take the matter seriously.

The meeting begins two hours after the time fixed. Many
of the invited guests are missing: the fufurists chieftain May&-
kovsky has just fled to Berlin, the theoretical leader (28 M
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meefing is informed by a disciple) has just been taken to a luna-
tic aslyum a few hours earler. This piece of information
causes one section of the audience to break into peals of laugther,
whilst another section hisses indignantly and applauds. Alto-
gether there is a frigthful amount of hand-clapping, shouting,
and interrupting in the overheated hall

The discussion begins with a recital of the futurist creed
by a disciple who explains at length what futurism is and what
it wants to be. It would go beyond the scope of this article to
enter into the essential character of futurism. But as a social
phenomenon it must 'be emphasized that even at this literary dis-
cussion those taking part consider it necessary to emphasize the
asserfion that they are, above all, adherents of communism and
of the revolution. It is a well knowm fact that in Italy the
grummer-boy of futurism, Marinetti, has gone over to the
Fascisti with his diciples; in Russia the futurisis are commu-
nists, and emphasize this fact themselves. Why? One of the de-
baters declared candidly: fhe futurists are in favor of power, no
matter whether Red or White power! No program is discussed,
for what program can a literary group draw up? To one
member of the group the whole is a matier of the studio, to
another it is a question of obtaining domination over the minds
of others. One of the leading Russian fulurists, a real and
by no means insignificant poet, the gifted Tredyakov, is the only
represenfative of the group really capable of stating anything
definite on the aims which it pursues. He speaks quite in the
jargon of present-day, Russia, and names the work of the
poet and writer ‘‘production”—he produces influence on the
slate of mind of the reader. But if the attempt is made to convert
Iredyakov’s beautifully turned sentences into the language
of the Famph!et, the result is next to nothing. But the oppo-
nents of futurism, from various camps, are not capable of much
more either. Eve sreaker expounds his own program and
his own views with all the individualism and boastfulness of
the author and intellectual, Each speaker is enthusiastically
applauded one part of the audience and opposed with equal
energy by the other.

. The question arises: What is the attitude of the prole-
lariat to this current of art? There are rumours among the
audience that in one factory the workers read only the “LEF.”.
Who can test this asserttion? A star turn is then given by the
fulurists to a real workman, a living proletarian, who delivers
a speech in favor of futurism. The futurists are reproached
with writing imcomprehensibly. This does not matter—so says
this workman. After we have taken the trouble fo grasp what
they intend to sa{, we are rewarded by a feeling of satisfaction
similar to that felt in production when we have accomplished
something.
Although the discussion lasts for many hours, it gets no
further. Comrade Mestcheryakov, the leader of the sfate
publishing establishment, where the “LEV.” ig published, adopts
a purely liberal standpoint—that a publishing enterprise must
accommodate every art tendency. He himself is opposed to the
futurists, but he publishes their productions in order that they
may seal their own fate. Mestcheryakov developes the theory that
proletarian culture is really an impossibility, for when the prole-
tariet hat reached a point at which it is abzs to produce art, then

it will cease to be a proletariat—a truly remarkable point
of view.

One thing is certain: our tried and tested comrades
whd have the question of ideology very much at heart,
do not know how to deal with such phenomena as this “LEF.”
and its supporters. The means of propaganda, literature, and
irt, employed in the period before the revolution to awaken the
Masses, are now no longer suitable for the accomplishment of
the next step, for the proletariat, having seized power, must now
Move forward to eultural and economic reconstruction, It is eas
or the comrades to believe they can dispose of all the devils
of futurism with a few sharp phrases. Whether these fufu-
fsls are merely running a “stunt” or whether they are really
Sincerely striving after new forms and modes of expression, is
beside {he question. It is cerfain that the revolutionary Russian
youth, even a part of that youth which passed trough the fire
of civil war, is now interested in, even enthusiastic about such

‘Questions. This is easily comprehensible; the fighting has ceased,

tnd in periods following such acute struggles there is always a
Cer{ain reaction; in &nods whose tasks are of a peaceful nature,

there is bound to a keener search after new tendencies in
art and culture. .

But it is equally certain that this “LEF.” has nothing wha-
lever fo do with communism and proletarian ideolo There is
A contradiction in the fact that Comrade Lunatchars y, the tried

‘Marxist and_revolutionary champion, should take this “LEF.”
"llder his high protection even whilst criticising it, for the -

“LEF.” contradicts the spirit of the KPR,, the creative and con-
constructive spirit of Soviet Russia.

. There are increasing signs that the fight along ideologi-
cal lines, the question of culture, will soon become one of the
most urgent tasks of the Communist Party of Russia.

Henri Barbusse
to the Russian artisis

Comrade Henri Barbusse has addressed the followin
comunication to Comrade Slavinsky, the president of the A
Russian Artists’ Association:

‘It was with the grealest that 1 received the letter in-
forming me of the great honor your sixth congress has done
me by appointing me honorable member of its presidium. I
feel greatly honored by the spirit of cordial brotherliness with
which you reach out your hand to me. But at the same time
this brings me in contact with the great work being accomplished
by Russia, the work of establishing a new worlf in the midst
of the hostility of all the old powers of oppression. The Russian
people, the élite of humanity, is successéully accomplishing its
great prolefarian mission, despite the enormous obstacles thrown

in its way. The artistic genius of Russia shines with ever-
growmg brightness.
omrades and brothers! 1 greet in you the peerless land

of Art and Labor!

Long live the world revolution which you
have begun!

IN THE CAMP OF OUR ENEMIES

Socialist Declaration of Lovality
in the Horihy Parliament

By Georg (Vienna).

The Horthy government recently prohibited the social
democratic central organ Nepszava from appearing for 8 dayvs
on account of inflammatory articles, efc. The printers responded
in Buda-Pest by a unanimous strike, thus preventing the other
newspapers from appearing. They declared that they would
continue the strike for so long as the government maintained the
prohibition. This strike resolution is of immense significance.
Since the fail of the Soviet government, it is the first strike
niovement openly pursuing political aims.

On the same day, a “ truculent ” declaration was made by
the social democratic fraction in parliament. But on the follo-
wing day, after some secret bargaming with the Horthy govern-
ment, the fraction made a fresh declaration in the Hort{ly parlia-
ment, a declaration remarkable even in the history of f/is infa-
mous party of the 2. International.

The social democratic party leaders signed a declaration
laid before them by the Prime Minister, in which, among other
statements we read: ‘ The action of the printers in ceasing work
was not an attempt to force the re-appearance of ‘the social
democratic paper by terrorist means, but a spontaneous action
on the part of the printers. The party leaders have already
taken steps {owards the immediate calling off of the strike. . . .
The party leaders were not aware that a declaration made by
Wilhelm Boéhm (social democratic emigrant, former commander
in the Red Army) was to appear in the central organ, and
disapproves of its having been published. (Bohm belongs to the
same 2. International as the Horthy socialists). The party leaders
expressly declare that they have nothing in common with
Bolshevism, that they condemn it with the utinost severity, and
have no intention of giving a free advertisement to Bolshevist
leaders (the social democrat Bshm!) by the publication of their
declarations. (This declaration was made at a time when 100
workers had just been arrested as ‘‘ communist conspirators”).
It is equally far from being the intention of the party leaders to
arouse any spirit of excitement in the masses. They will take
care that in the future, the contents and tone of the party news-
s)aper correspond with this viewpoint, and are kept free from any
oreign influence.”

After this declaration of loyalty on the part of the sovial
democrats, the Horthy press was right in stating that: “ The
so&alis(s submit to the government; they disavow their own
newspaper; they make a declaration of loyalty entirely unique in
the history of spcial democracy.”

It is not entirely upicue. This despicable declaration is
bu:_an :)rdinar; vecurrence in (e life of this party of the 2. Inter-
national,
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FASCISM

Anti-Fascist Day in Germany

The appeal issued by the Communist Party, to demonstrate
onJuly 29 against the Fascist danger, was responded to by mil-
lions of workers in all parls of the country. The bourgeois
press prepared for the day with a savage rom agitation
against the working class, and especially against the communists,
with the cry that ‘the communists are going 1o strike their first
blow on the 29.” The government of the Republic impressed
upon the provincial governments that all public demonstrations
and meet'ngs were to be prohibited. The majority of the pro-
vincial governments immediately followed this advice, above all
the minister for internal affairs in Prussia, the social democrat
Severing. It was only in Saxony and in Thuringia that the
governments were uable to issue any prohibition against de-
monstrations. owing to the pressure of the working masses.

After the prohibition had been issued, the Communist Party
gave out the watchword of closed meetings, i. e. meetings in
public halls and enclosed spaces. Social democrats and bour-
ﬁems rejoiced at the retreat of the communists. But the 20th of

uly showed that th's apparent retreat was in reality a mighty
advance of the workinﬁ class under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party. Never before has a summons issued by the C.P.
been followed by such enormous masscs. In Berlin, where
17 meetings were arranged for, overflow meetings had to be held
in every case. Despite the prohibition, and despite the large force
of constabulari;ebrought into service, the workers did not allow
themselves to forbidden the streets. Those who took part in
the meetings left the build’ngs afterwards bearing red flags, and
singing revolutionary songs. Thanks to the iron discipline
exercised by the working class, there were no bloody collisions on
Anti-Fascist day. But the day before, the police fired on workers
demonstrating against starvation in Neuruppin. The result was
two dead and seven severely wounded.

According to bourgeois estimates, 160,000— 180,000 workers
took part in the demonstration meetings in Berlin. We do not
over-estimate if we judge the number of participators to have
been a quarfer of a million.

. The demonstrations in Saxony and Thuringia, promoted
with the idea of the united front, were of an especially impressive
characler. Here there were tio police to be seen, and the workers
marched out headed by their defence units, In Dresden 20,000
workers took part in the demonstration processions, in Chemnitz
50-60,000, in Leipz'g 30,000, in the Zwickau district 17,000. In
Bad Elster, the demonstration took the form of a fraternization
festival with the workers of Czecho-Slovakia. About 200 comrades

{1-2001160 Czecho-Slovakia took part in the procession;which numbered
In Jena, the number taking part in the demonstratio
10,000, in Gotha over 25,000, in l\f:inin en 15,000, in (ler;1 3'33
?{009. The meetings everywhere in Thuringia filled to over-
oving.
In Halle, an attempt made by the Fascisti to attack the
workers’ institutions was defeated by the workers’ defence units
" In Breslau, over 10,000 men demonstrated, and all over
Silesia the meetings were equally well attended.
In the strongholds of Fascism, such as Potsdam, Bavaria
and Wurtemberg, the workers held fast to their right 0
demonstrate. In Munich there was even a demonstration pro-
cession. In Wurtemberg 5 localities held demonstrations, with
a total of 100,000 workers. % '
In Baden, where there was no prohibition, the Mannhcim
comrades arranged a demonstration participated in’' by 17,000,
In the occuﬁied territory, where the French soldiery worked
hand in hand with the German Fascisti against the Anti-Fascist
day, great demonstration meelings were held in spite thercof.
Over 20,000 workers demonstrated in the sport grounds at Emnst
near Hamm. And in other places in. the occupied territory the
demonstrations were attended by large numbers.
_ The Fascisti, who had announced great counter-demonsira.
tions, sneaked quieﬂ! away. The day was 2 complete victory
for the Communist Party, a review of the millions of our army
before we enter into the great struggles which are approaching.

THE WHITE TERROR }i

Arresis of Communisis in Roumania
undertook a domiciliary

. The Roumanian police recentl
visit to the publishing olfices of the Communist Party periodical
appearing in the Hungarian lanﬁuage. The edition of the-paper
containing an appeal issued by the Party against the high prices,
was confiscated, while 22 members of the Party were arrested,
including 2 members of the central leadership, It is characteristic
of the arbitrar: methods of the authorities, that the same appeal,
as issued by the Party in the Roumanian language in the lorm
of handbills, was allowed to be distributed without hindrance.

Besides these scandalous arrests, the secret police also
made an attempt at framing up a new ‘“‘assassination affair’,
in order to be able to deal a fresh blow against the Communist
Party. A workman named Badulescu, a member of the C.P., was
secretly asked by three police spies to agsassinate the former,
minister Argetbianu. The workman informed the police, so that
the “Sicuranza” fell into its own tra for once. In spite of
}iht;:,tlhe workman was arrested, and has not yet ‘been set at
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By L. Trotzky.

The “New Man” and the Revolationist.

It is frequently asserted that the task of communist *
enlightenment consists in the education of the new man. These

~ words are somewhial too general, too pathetic, and we must be

rticularly careful not to it any formless humanitarian
Interprefation of {he conception “new man” or the tasks of
communist education. There 'is 10 doubt whatever but that the
_of {le comimune, will be an excee-
Ve creatare, and that his psychol

and attra |
(the futurists will pardon me, but 1 fancy that the man of the
future will possess a psychology) will be very different to ours.
Our, present. task, unfortunately, carnot lie in the education of the

of the future. - Thé Utopian and humanitarian-

humtan. bein I v

K:yc‘heloglca viewpoint is, that’ the new ‘man must first
formed, and thaf ~he  will then create the new

conditions, We_ cannot beligve this. We know that man 18 a

roduct of social conditions. But we krow 100 that between
uj hc%ﬁ: and con,dit‘tm_‘s there exists d co‘mplica(ed and
aclively working mutual relationship.
ment of this historical development, and not the least. - And in
this complicated historical ‘reflex- action. of the conditions expe-
rienced by active human beings, we do tiot create ‘the dbstractly
harmonjous and perfect citizen of thie”commune, but we form
the concrete hiuman beings of our 'epoch, who' have still to
fight. for the creation of the coniditions ‘out of which the harmo-
nious citizen of the comritune may emerge. This, of course, 18
a very different th'ng, for the ‘simple reason that our great-
grandson, the citizen of the commune; ~will ‘be ‘no ‘revolutionist.
At first glance this appear§’ fo be wrong, it sounds almost
insulting.. An {et it is so. The corception revolttionist” i8
formed by, us out of our thouﬁ‘hts'ahd wishes, out of the totality
of our best passions, and thus flie' word “ revolutionist” ' i8
permeated by the highest ideals and-morals which we have taken
over from {hie whole preceding epoch of cultural evolution.- Thus
it seems to us that we cast an aspersion on our posterity when
we do_not thik of them ag 'reyolutionists. - But we must not
jorget  that the revolutionist is a product of definite - historical
conditions, “a ‘product ‘of clags ‘societyi “The révolutionist is no
psychological “abstraction. Revoliition  inifself. is~ o abstract
gxncjple,‘ but i~ material “hisforical 'f,uct‘,d"growlng‘ aut -of iclass
tagonism, oit of the violen} subjection- class by another.

Man himself 1s an instru- -

Thus the revolutionist is a concrete historical tLpe, and ‘in
We are proud of belonging to
this_type. But by means of our work we are crealing the
conditions of a social order in which no class antagonisms
exist, no revolutjons, and thus no revolitionists. It is true that
we can extend the meaning of the word “ revolutionist ™ until it
¢omprises the whole conscious activity of man directed towards
the subjection of mature, and towards the expansion of tecknical
and cultural gains. But we have no right to make such an
abstraction, such a limitless extension of the conception  revo-
lutionist ”, for we have by no means fulfilled our concrete histo-
rical revolutionary fask, the overthrow of class sociely. Conse-
quently, we are far from being required to educate {he harmonious
Ctizen of the commune, forming him by careful laboratory
work, in an exiremely disharmonious tramsition stage of society.
Such an underiaking would be wretchedly childish Utopia,
What we want to make is champions, revolutionists, who will
inherit and complete our historical traditions, which we have

not yet. carried to a conclusion.
'Revolution and Mysticism.

What are the main, characteristics of the revolutionist?
It must be- emphasized that we have no right to separate the
revolutionist from the class basis upon which he has evolved
and without which he is nothing. ~The revolutionist of our
epoch, who can only be associated with the working class,
possesses his 8 dlal psychalogical characteristics, gharactenshcs
.of intéllect and will. (vi it is necessary and possible, the revo-
lutionist shatters the historical obstructions, resorting 1o force
1§ this is not possible, then fie makes a detour,
uridermines and crushes, patiently and determinedly. He is-a
revolutionist because he does not' fear to- shatter o stacles apd
gloy ‘force; at .the same time:he knows its

relenflessly to em e:he knows it
‘historical value. -It is- his conslant -endeavor to maintain his

destructive and creative work at their highest pitch of activily,
that'is, fo « tain from the given historical conditions the maximum
which. they arei capable of “yiekling for the forward movement
.of: the ‘revolutionary elass. S SN
g The revolutionist: knows ooly’ external obstacles, to.lh:.h
activity,-ho: internial ‘ones. - That is: he has-to _dey_elope‘v!i‘_z
himsel§ the.-capacity, of estimating ihe arena of his activi(y; 4
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